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EPISTLE to the READER. 


Courteous Reader, 


I Do here preſent unto thee a Relation of ſeveral Atuſes that | 


are in moit of the Ancient Trades of this Kingdom, which are 
ſuch that were not wont to be formerly : Wherein (if thou art a 
Trades-man) thou wilt meet with ſome truths that do relate to 
thine own Trade ; and after thou haſt read it, thou wilt find that 
many other Trades are impaired as well as thine; which may be 
thought to be a ftrange judgment upon them, becauſe there is a con- 
fiderable Trade in the Kingdom, and but jew men are the better 
for it. But if thou art not a Trades-man, but a wonderer at the 
complaints of Shopkeepers and Trades-men, touching the decay 
of their Trades ; = thou haſt read it, thou mayeſt as much won- 
der that they have any Traze nt all. Now the reaſon hereof (I 
jo) is wot becanſe there is not a Trade in the Kingdom, but that 
the Trade that 1s, is confuſed, and without any order in it. There- 
fore, as T have diſcovered what are the ſeveral abuſes in Trade, ſo 
I have in each particular propounded what may be neceſſary for the 
— thereof - In which, although every thing may not ( po(- 
fibly) be approved of, yet if either it be but a light, or an occaſion 


of doing it any better way, I ſhall think my ſelf (ufficiently recom- 
penſed for all my pains. This had come forth a little Fo but 
that I had ſome diſcouragements in regard of my ſmall ability to 
perform ſuch a work ; which made me think to decline it, and 
thence did negletfF-it for a ſeaſon : butafterwards, conſidering _— 
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The Epiſtle to the Reader. 

ety that had wrought upon this ſubzeit, had touched any thing of 
| 4p Trade in Cities and Market-Towns, did reaſſume the work. 
TE 4nd it is miy deſire that this might provoke ſome abler Pen to do 
x "= forerhing of thts nature, that hath better abuhities, and more leiſure 
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fore they will rather haxe "reſpet?# to the reaſous contained in it, 
and the great uſe it my be to the publick good of this Kingdom, 
which is the only thing 1 have aimed at in it ; that ſo the Honoura- 
ble Houſes of Parliament might amend and repair our Trade, and 
that all men my be encouraged and preſerved in their ſeveral and 
particular Callings; whach is the earnes? deſire of all good men, 


and of him that is 
, Thy Humble Servant. 
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SECT. L 


The Introduthon. 


LW Oraſmuch as there is a very great Complaint in 
FRYERS molt of -the Market-Towns in this Kingdom, of 
Sp» the Great Decay of Trade, both by many Working, 
and eſpecially by all Ancient Shop-keeping Trades- 
men, as The Woollen Draper, the Linnen Draper, the 
Aercer, the Grocer, and others, whoſe Trades were 
formerly the moſt Flouriſhing in this Kingdom, that 
now are become ſo mean and ordinary, that many intereſted therein 
cannot live upon them 3 This may afford matrer of admiration to 
many Perſons, whileſt conſidering withal that there are as many 
Gcods Imported into this Kingdom as ever there were, if not abun- 
cantly more; and focontequently, there is as much ſold as ever 
there were, if not much mate, Now the End of this Treatiſe is to 
ſhew, that the Reaſon is not from the total defeR or want of Trade, 
but from the irregulatity or diſorder thereof, it being quite out of the 
hannel in which it was wont formerly rorun, And this hath hap- 
ned through a neglect of a due Executionof thoſe Law's that arein 
force concerning Trade z As likewiſe for want of Additional Laws to 
be made to keep it in its due bounds. (Fora Law not executed is al- 
moſt as little figntficant as no Law at all.) Now the G:cund of this 
Grievance is, becauſe many do believe, That all Men promiſcuouſly 
ought to have Liberty to ſet up —_— tor a Livelihood, and eſpe- 
| cially 
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2) 
cially the Shop- keeping Trade, a that a Reſtraint hereof dath much 
impeich Ingeruity; Whence it is, that Tradesmen can ſeldom be 
Redreſſed herein, although they have often Attempted it to their 
great Coſt and Charge, But certainly, in former Ages People wete 
of another Opinion, as appeareth by that Scatute. of 5 Queen Zliz: 
which Prohibiteth thetaking of any Artificers Son to be an Appren- 
ticeto miny S :op- keeping, Trades.chat are mentioned in that Statute. 
And likewiſe the Son of any one. unleſs his Parent had forty ſhil- 
lings per Annum, a Freehold Eſtate ; which was to be Certified uns, 


der the Hands and Seales of three Juſtices of the Peace, 

And for this Reaſon, along time there hath been little or no Inſpe. 
ion made into Trade, in the Cities and Market Towns in England ; 
that all things in Trade ate come to a wonderful Confuſton,as will ap. 


pea: by the Sequel of this Treatiſe. Ni1y, there 1s ſcarce any thing of 


Afﬀai:s ina Kingdom or a State, bua intime will be out of Order, if 


it be not prevent.d by Reviving Old, or Conſtituting New 
Lawes, additional thereunto ; _ For humane Lawes ate ſuch, thar in 
time there will be Reaſon, either ro add ſomething ro, or take ſome- 
thing from them, And whileſt that any thing 1s out of Order, all 
Men that are therein concerned ate Prejudiced by it: And o it is at 
this time with Trade, which rendreth it unprofitable 'torall Men, and* 
ſo doth rather hinder Ingenuity then further ic and promote it 3 Profic 
being a chief and more immediate Encouragement thereof, which” 
Puts men upzn all Praiſe-worthy and commendable Undertakings. 
Now to the end, that 1 may diſcover what it is that hath ſo much” 
Empaired the Trade of this Kingdom, I ſhall faithiully Relate (as ro 
matter of Fa) what isthe Practice in moſt Places in England, and: 
fhall in each Parcicular ſuggeſt what may be neceſſary for the Repair- - 
ing thereof, | | | 
: SECT 1 
Concerning the Clothing Trade, or Woollen Manufacturer, that makes any 
thi: with our Woo!l, 
Begin with this Trace, becaule it is like the Water to the Mill that 


Torier! Round the Wheel of ail other Trades, For by this the Poor 
T | Con hath: 


aA a> ond from 


.from us, and given it toa People that are more Induſtrious then weare- | 


3 

hath Money of their own Earning, without being burthenſom to the 
Pariſhz which they preſently lay our again, either up*-n their Backs 
or Bellies, not keeping their Money againſt a wet day,(as theſaying is) 
Now if it be conſidered, how Numerovs the Poor of this Kingdom 
are, they would Chad they money) makea very great Conſumption, 
both of the Farmers Commodities, and of all other coutſe and ord:- 
1:ary things, 2s is evident in thar, in ſome Places where this Trade did 
oace flouriſh, many Labourers therein would lay -out five or fix ſhil- 
lings every Week throughout the year upon Meat 3 where thete is 
not ſo much noiy laid our by any ſuch poor Man hardly ina whole 
year, 

And indeed, of all the Trades in this Kingdom this ought chiefly 
to be encouraged; neither ſhould any ſtone be left unturned to pro- 
mote it. For if it beſo, as doubtleſs ir is, that God hath given toe- 
very Countrey ſome particular Commodity, that is not to be had any 
whete elle, ſo that none may boaſt, but that every Countrey muſt be 
beholding unto another for ſomething thar they have not then cer- 
rainly ic muſt be this, thatis rhe Commodity of En2lard,becauſe God 
hath not only given us Well in abundance that makes Cloth, bur 
alſo another neceſſa: y Material, vis. Fullers Earth, without which 
this Commodity is not to b-made, and (as they fay) is not to be 
found any where elſe, but in this Land; which is a clear Demon- 
Nration that it 1s the uſe of our Wooll that is the ſpecial Taltnr, which 
God hath put into our hands to - mprove; and not to emprove it is | 
doubtleſs avery gear fa, and like the hiding ourTalent in a Napkin. | 
W herefore it is, that God hath in a great meaſure rakenthis Trade | 


SEE: BI. 


Concerning the Tranſportation of Woul!, which is one Hindrance to the 
Clothing Trade, 


Nor It is granted by all Men, that this is one great Hindrance of 
this Trade, for hereby there is not only C'oth made wich our 
= W 00: 


1,41! Enoyned to give Security, viz. Their own Bond, And to take an Oath, 
"#*; that what Wooll they bay at theſe Markets, they will either aſe it them- 
"+ ſelves, or not ſell it again in any Place, within ſix or ſeven miles of the 

þ ,\% Seaſide, and that they will not any way be Inſtramental in the Tranſ- 

8; Porting of any of our Wooll or Fullers Earth, to any Parts beyond the 


$8 8 

Wooll, which might have been mace by our own People, but by 
mixing our Wooll with the Wooll of other Countreys, there is al- 
woſlt twice as much Cloth made as otherwiſe there could be; for 
without the helpot our Wooll, there could be little or no ordinaty 
Jow pric'd Cloth made, which is the Aﬀertment that is moſtly uſed, 
there being a far greater Number who wearthis, then there are who 
wear any finer ſort 3 and by this means it is, that our Ex2/iſh Cloth is 
io great a drug in all places,as now it is: And unleſs we can keep 
our Wool! and Fallers Earth from being Tranſported, that ſo it may 
be wrought up by our own People, the Trade can never be good a- 
gain in Exzland. Indeed, there have been many ways theught of to 
prevent this miſchief, which of all othersis the greateſt to this King- 
dom, and therefore of late it is made Felony for any one to Tran(- 
port Wool!, which Law, notwithſtanding the great ſeverity thereof, 
doth yet prove ineffectual, Now it may be ſuppoſed, that the 
Czuſe hereof is, the Paucity or Fewneſs of the Informers, (for 
the Life of the Manis concerned which offendeth in this Caſe) which 
| would nat be ſo, if there were onlya good part of the Offenders E- 

ſtate lying at ſtake, Seeing then that this,as well as other ways, have 
hitherto proved ineffeCtual, there may therefore (I humbly conceive) 


47, be new Meaſures taken: Wherefore I ſhall ſuggeſt what may be 
24 rhoughr profitable in this Caſe. _ 

#'. I, That all Perſons that live within ſix Miles of the Sea-fide, round 
** from beyond Newcaſtle to Briſtol, ſhould be Enjoyned by a Law to ſell all 


: their Wooll at a Market, and in default hereof ſhould be liable to aPe- 
w. 7alty, 


| t 2. That theſe Markets be ſix or ſeven miles from the Sea-ſide, 
; 3. That all Perſons t hat are allowed to buy at theſe Markets, ſhould be 


And if they do knew of any Wooll that is Tranſported, or _ is 
about 
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about to be Tranſported, that they will forthwith diſcover the ſame, And 
that every one that hath taken this Oath, and given this Security, ſhould 
have a Certificate of the ſame, And he that ſhall buy as any of theſe 
Markets before be hath this Certificate, ſhoald be liable to 4 Penalty, 

4. Becauſe the preſent Law is a little ſhort in this Clanſe, antil the 
Wool! be put a Ship-board, which being done is preſently cont to Sea, and 
there is no diſcovery of it. Therefore it wouldbe neceſſary that the Law 
ould be in force inth:fe following particular, 

I. If any Wooll ſhould be taken in any Creek,or Corner, by the Sea-(ide 
: ready to be Shipt, 
| 2, If any Wool ſhould be taken within (ix or ſeven Mil-s of the Sea- 

fide driving towards the ſame, after ſuch an hour in the evening, or before 
{uch an hour in the morning that ſhall be thought convenient, 

3. If any Wooll (hall be at any time driving towards the Sea-ſide in the 
day time, and within {ix or ſeven Miles of the ſame, it ſhall be lawful for 
any one to canſe the Perſon that doth drive it to be examined by a Fuſtice of 
Peace, and if npon examination of the ſ[a'd Perſon, or as any other perſon 
w'om the Tuſtice may think fit to examine concerning it, it ſhall be found 
that the Fool was driving towards the Sea, with an intention of tranſ= 
vrting the ſame, that then alſo the Law ſhould be is force, 

4- That if any perſon or perſons ſhall ſee any of our Engliſh Wool anload- 
ing out of anyShipbeyondtheSea,or can byany means get theknowleage there- 
ef, (o as to teſtifie it upon Oath, that in this caſe, if ever the ſaid Ship or 
Ship- Maſter (hould return again into England, they ſhoul1 be lyable tothe 
oy of the Law,always provided that inthis caſe there be moreWWitne(ſes 
Men Ones 

5. That all Merchants that (ball Traffique beyond Sea, and allCaptains 
if Mex of War, and all Ship: Naſters, with their Mates and Purſers, and 

very common $ajler dotake this Oath, and give this Security, and do re- 
tive a Certificate hereof before they are admitted to any of theſe employs 
Wnts, and in default hereof ſhould be lyable to a Penalty, 

Likewiſe all Merchants that are ſtrangers who do reſide in any of the 
arts of England, and all Ship-Maſters that are flranzers, before either 
ty break bulk, or take tn freſh water, or Proviſion for their Ships in rc 

| Harmor 


(6) . 
Harbour or place in England, that they ſhould be erjoynedtogive this Secu- 
71ty, ard totake this Oath, and torective a Certificate bereof, and for de - 
fault hereinthey ſhould be lyable to a Penalty. 

6. It would be neceſſary alſs, that all perſor's that do live within ſix or 
ſeven Miles of the Sea-ſtae.ſhonld take this Oath if they do not give the Se- 
curity; Which may be done af their ConrtLeets, where every perſon is bound 
#0 appear, | 

7, That it would be neceſſary, that a very 2004 Part of the Forfeiture 
ſhun!d ve given to him that ſhall diſcever the ſame, 

e. That it may be lawful for the Clethic1s, inthe ſeveral Places of this 
Kingdom, to Hite any oneto ſte that theſe Laws are [ut it Execution, 
in all the Parts of the Realm, Now if evcry one of theſe eight Particulars 
were made into a Law, 1 cannot underſt 1nd but that they mizht be eaſily 
exccrnted, andihatihey woul.icfſeft the thing delired, were it not for tws 
Engliſh 1ſands, viz. jerſey aud Guernſey, thit do live upon the 
Tradeof Knitting of Woiſted Stockins,they Knit alſo Worſted VViſte- 
cots and Petticoats 3. Ard for this Reaſon the Law Tolerateth ſeveral Þ 53 
Hundreds if Teds of Y Yooil tobe Tran ſported thither, under which 7re-M {1 
tence it is to be feared, that many hundred Tods are Tranſported into 
France; Ard what to do inthis /articular more then hath been befortÞ tha 
Suggeſted, and wheot is already done by the Law, I cannot tell. Therefore W 
it weuld b: hipps for this Kinedem, if they could be put upon fome otht'fi eve 
employment, that ſo there maybe rooccaſion to Tranſport any Y Vooll thi tte 
ther, Anawe may Ratienally Fudze, that Knitting of Silk, Stockins wil rep; 
be awvery ſuitable F mploymin! for thim, becanſe Knitting is their Trad [ 
alrtady; Ard 1 kaww rot tut that Silken Knit Waſtecoats, Petticeats ani Corp 
Sleeves for Women, might be as giod a Cemmodity as they are in Worſtth from, 
Beſides ihis, the making of Lrnnen Cloth may net be much improper f Com 
them, | | ian 

Firft, becauſe if wt cannot ſupply them withHemp audFlax out of Eve toc 
lend, they lie convenient tobe ſupplied out of France, py wr 

Secor dly becouſe thi Poor Work there at %ery low Rates, Poor o 
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SECT IVC 
r Concerning making our Eng'iſh Wroollen Manufatt ure god and ſound, 


2 | VHen this Trage was g909,the Clothiers (out of a covetous mind) 
7 would extreamly ftrerch their Cloth upon aſRack 3 and many 0- 
e | ther indirect ways were uſed, that have brought our Exziiſh Cloth ſo 
much out of Crezi: beyond Sea, that it will be hard for us everto re 
is Þ Giveir again, | 
5, | indeed there is a Jaw thatall C!oth ſhould be ex1mined before it be : 
15 Þ put to ſale, and that the Town Seal where it is made ſhould be Put up- 
ly Þ on every Cloth that is made good and ſound, and the letrer Fupon the 
ws I faulty, Burt this is alrogether negleCted in moſt places: For the Aul- 
hz © neagers that are choſen in any place are very poor men, who feldome 
te- Þ® 0! never Seal any Cloth, and if they were to do it, they being poor men 
ral Þ on'd n27 dare torefuſe the ſealing of any rich mansCleth,though very,-: 
re-ÞÞ :aulty, 
Tl And therefore to prevent this for the future, it would be neceſſary, 
fore that in all Cities and Market-Towns in England, where any of our 
for: Woollen ManufaQture is made, they wereallin Companies, who mighe 
ther every year our of themſelves chooſe Officers, that might nof only ſeal 
thi: :eir Cloth, but who ſhould alſo promote their Trade, and reCtifie and « 
wi :epair whatever ſhall at any time be amiſs therein, 
ras I do not mean that theſe Companies (according to the cuſtom of 
; any Corporations at this time) ſhould have any power to bar any one 
fte-Yfrom ſetting up his trace in their Town, nor from being alſo of their 
Company, though they never ſerved any Apprentiſhip to their Trade 
in any place w-hatſoever: And my reaſon forit is, becauſe there cannor 
EngWÞe roo many of any ſuch Trade in any place where the Materials that 
*y work upon areof the growthof England, and that doimploy the 
Foor of the Kingdom, unlels that there ſhould be ſo many of theſe 
ſraceſmen that there will not be Materials enough for them to work 
»0n, 2nd that they cannot fiad poor enongh to work them our, Bur 
aneicher of theſe it cannot be, becaule of the great aÞ»nJance of was 
| tha 
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that we havein Englayd, and of the > PE of Hemp and Flax we 
might have, did we but ſet to the ſowing thereof, and the numerous 
poor that are in all places of this Kingdom, Nay, if the Materials u- 
ſed in a Trade be notof the growth of England, yet if the Trade be 
roemploy the poor,as is the making of DimithysorFuſtions,or the ma- 
&k'ng ofButtons,or if it be the making of any thing (Which upon ſuppo- 
ficion that it were not made here in Ex2/and) weſhould have it boughc 
with our Money, and brought to us from beyondSea,where it is made,2s 
Bone- Lace, 8c, Surely in neither of thele caſes will it be for the com- 


mon good that any man ſhould be barred troim fetting up any ſuch em- 
ployment in any place whatſoever. | 


Yet notwithitancing a un.verſal liberty (I mean, for any one tobe 
of anyTrade)wau'd be very injurious to many Trades,as theShop-keep- 
ers and meny votking T races, as I ſhall ſhew in its proper place : and it 
would hinder men (2s ic doth) trom falling into ſuch employments that 

re tor the common 2n« genera] good of the Kingdom, as are all ſuch 
employmenrs before ſpecified, 


SS CT. V, 
Corcerning making oar Cloth Cheap as will as good, 


WE c:nnot make our Fnzliſh Cloth ſocheap as they co in other 
Countreys, bec:uſeof the [tinge idleneſs and ſtubbornneſs of 

ou: Po r, elpecizIly in all Places within fifty Miles of Lenydow, where 
tie Poor ate m-{t Numerous, where Wool] is Cheapeſt, and where 
the Catrizge of Oyles and Dying Stuffs is Che»per then in moſt other 
Places in Ergland, and therefore in al! theſe ReſpeRts this would be 
the conyenienteſt p'ace for the ſetling of this Trad? 53 Burt theſe 
Poor are ſo ſu:ly tharmoſt of them will not work at 21!, unleſs they 
m'ght Earnas much intwo aays as will keep them a whole Week, 
And when they do Wark, they will often Marr what they do ; that 
hereby the C lothiers in all theſe Parts are greatly diſcouraged. 
Hence it is, that tiey cannot make their Cloth ſo good and ſo cheap 
as they Coin other Countreys the reaſon wheteof is not becauſe Pro- 
| | viſion 

is : "He 
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viſion is defrer in England then it is in other Countreys 3 For Batter 
8 and Cheeſe, the Poores Fare, are as Cheap here, as they are in moſt 
other Countteys; And Corn for many yeares hath been ſo cheap,” 


- that great quantities thereof have been Tranſported ro thoſe Coun- 
y treys where they make our ManufaQture cheaper then we do, 
- But one Reaſon hereof is, becauſe Begging is ſuffered ſo Rife in 
bs this Kingdom, that of late years it is a ſuiticient Pretence for any one 
y to beg, if they do but carry a few Commodities about the Countrey 
ft co ſell, | This is ſo much obſetved by all Perſons, thar of late the 
5 Grand Jury in many Counties have Preſented it athe General Quar- 
k ter Seſſions, For there are Laws enough to ſuppreſs them, it the Ju- 
A ſtices do bur ſee after the Execution of them. Now if this Begging | 
Trade be not ſupprefſed, there will never be any good done, either up- 
e onthe Clothing Trade orany other, that is tor a common and ge- 
z- neral good, Wherefore th? Dutch doſuffer no Beggais to be in their 
'» Þ Countrey, And the Fr2rc4 King doth endeavor to do the ſame in his, 
at and we ſhould not negleR to do the ſame in outs, 
h Mr, Cooke ina Treatiſe of his, doth give another Reaſon that the 


Poor are ſo ſurly in England; which is the Statute of the 43 of Queen 
Fliz, that doth Enjoyn all Pariſhes to provide for their Poor, and 
this makes them careleſs to provide for themſelves by their own 1a- 
bour, either for the preſent or the future, And hence itis, if they do 
not beg, yet they willnot work, but addi themſelves to idleneſs and # 
pilfering, and to pulling of Hedges. And all this is, becauſe they |} 
er ):now thatif they come to want the Parithis bound to keep them, 
of T:uly, this isa very Il uſe which they make of ſo Charitable a Sta- 
I tute, But however, it would be firange ctuelty not toprovide for 
Ie them, when chey arereally in want, Therefore there can be no better | 
wn | way, thento make them work for their living whilſt they are able, |} 
be Þ And co this end it would be neceſſary that theſe following Rules were 
ele | obſerved, | 
nd I. That there be a Houſe in every Pariſh at their Charges, fur every 


* Clothier, (or any other that hath ary Employment for the Pror) tobring 
ri thiir Work unto, where ſhall be aiſtrituted wato cach poor Perſon that 
ed. - Porticn 


Tortion of Work which they can Perform againſt the Time appointed,” 
which will ſave the Pariſh the Charge of having a ſtock of their own, as- 
the Statute doth require, | | | 

2. That if the Poor of the Plaredo not know how to ſpin, or to dothe Ma-' 
::ufacFure of that Placethat then there be Dames hired at the Pariſh-charge* 
to teach them; and Men may learn to ſpin as well as Women, and Earn as 
mu:h money at it as they can at many other Employments. 

3. That all poor People and their Children that cannot live without La-* 
hour, and who are not otherwiſe Employed by the Neighbourhood, ſhould be 
compelled to take Work from this Houſe And if they underſtand not how- 
to dothis Work, that they and their Children do come every day unto this 
' Terk houſe, as unto a School to learn, And that they be Provided for by 
the Pariſh, until they can attain tothe knowledge of this Art or Myſtery, 
at leaſt in ſome competent meaſure and degree, Now every old one, and' 
every Cripple who hath the uſe of his hands and bis eyes, may be able to do 
ſomething towaras a Livelihood, which if it were but two pence a day, this 
amounts to Twe:we-pencein the Week, andtwoſhillings will (as hath been 
obſerved) keep a poor Man or Woman (with good Husbandry) one whole 
wer, \ then this were once pnit in execution, all Pariſhes would quickly - 
fnde thebr Colledtions for the Poor to be much leſs then now they are. 

| SECT. VT. 
Concerning the Damage and Loſs, too often Accreming to the Elothier, in- 
the Sale of his Cloth, 


Frer the Clothier hath taken all the care and pains that poſfibly 
he can, tomake his Cloth both cheap and good, yer when-he 
cometh to (ell it, he cannot do it himſelf, the FaQor having gotten 
this buſineſs wholly into his hands 3 for formerly, when the Clothiers 
Jett their Cloth with them to ſel], allotting them a certain price; yer 
notwithtanding they would many times abate two pence or three 
pence in a yard, whichthe Clothier would not havedone, had he ſold 
it himſelf, Now ſo ſoon as the Buyers perceived this, they would 
buy of none but the Factor. And hence itis, they have uſurped the- 
ſole Power of ſelling the Clothiers Cloth, both for what price, and 
for what time, and ro whom they pleale3 in neither of which Parti- 
culars they will be limited. SR. Mow 
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'f -Now by this means the Clothiers Cloth is nor only ſold for leſs 
"a wany times then can be afforded, (that fo the FaQor might have his 
: Salary) but they arealſo put to an unneceſſary Charge, tor formetly 
- the Buyer always bought at Bl/ackwel/-Hall. but now he doth buy ac 
e © home; andthe Factor will at any time ſend him as many more Pieces 
s © of Cloth thenhe hath occaſion to buy, and under pretence they are 
 diſ-heighted, will force the Clothierto pay three or four ſhillings a 
Piece for new Preſling, p 
And ſo likewiſe they will (ell for what time they pleaſe, detaining 


[4 

p the Clothiers money as long as they pleaſe; tor he ſhallnot know 
s when his Cloth is ſold, nor ro whomit is ſold ; yet a great ſpace of 
y time after, when the Factor is ina good Humour, then the Clothier 
, ſhall know the ſelling of his Cloth 3 And after this alfo he muſt ſtay a 
d' confiderable time betore he hath his Money. And then neither ſhall 
bo he know to whom his Cloth is Sold 3 becauſe by this means, he canat 
's any time putthe Clothier to have his Money for his Cloth, of a Petſon 
P that is not ſolvent, So that ſhould anyClothier ever attempr,either to 
e take their buſineſs out of theFaQtors hands,or to give off their Trace, 
y. (25 many of them are deftrous to do, being ſo abuſed by the Factor) 


they can always by-chis means make the Clothier truckle under them. 

And ſometimes, when they areſo kind to let the Clothier have money 
2” for his occaſions,they willEnter it in their Books as ſo much mony lence 
ro them, Beſides, ſhould they come to know the. Perſon to whom 
their Cloth is ſold, yet they would be not much the better for it, for 
without theFactors conſent they will not pay theClothier one farthing, 
ſaying,they have had nothing to do with him, and ſo will not pay him 
any money at all;zinſomuch that theClothjer in ſelling hisCloth is as ic # 
were blind-folded,being alwaysin the dark concerning it, And theyhave j 
leldom any money to buy any thing that they deal in beforehand, for | 
the Factor will let them have no more money then what will ſuffice 
to keep their Trade going, and that on a-flowand dull pace, by which 
means it is impoſſible that either Wooll or Woollen Cloth {hould riſe 
much higher then nowitis, As is evident inthelate briskne(s of that 
Trade, which hac it not been for theFaQtors (as was *cknowlecged by 
aneminent Merchant) Cloth would have riſen at leaſt eightecy pence 
or two ſhillivgs in a yard, 2 | " Ang 
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And kence it is there can be no poor Clothiers follow the Trade; 


' that hath not a ſtock to lie in the FaQors hands, which hath occaſioned 


very great Confaſion in many other Trades as well as this5 for ir 
hath pur ſome upon Retailing what they make, and others upon 
Hawking their Ware all about the Countrey, until many of them 
are ruined by means of their great Charge in Travelling ; butof both 
theſe Particulars I ſhall Treat hereafter in their proper place, 

Neither hath this been any benefit to the Merchant, for the Fa- 
ors having (o great a ſtock of the Weſt-Countrey Clothiers in their 
hands, they can give what Creditthey pleaſe, and can, and do make 
whomſoever they pleaſe Merchants, or turn Merchants cheme 
ſelves, by which means the old experienced Merchants have been 
extreamly prejudiced and wronged, Now to Redreſs this great miſ- 
Chief co the Clothing Trade, theſe following Particulars would be 
aeceſſzry ro be Offered. . 

I. That no Clothier or Serge* maker, or any one that makes any Come- 
medity with our Engliſh Wooll, be allowed, either they themſelves or their 
2 950k to ſell the ſame anywhere in London, but in Biackwell-Ha!l 
only. 

2, That when the Factor doth ſell any Clothiers Cloth, that he be obli- 
ged to give the Buyer a Bill of the Name of the Perſon, and of the ptace 
where he liveth whoſe Cloth he hath ſold. 

2. That notwithſtanding the Factors ſelling of the Cluthiers Cloth, yet 
the Buyer ſhould be Debtor to the Cluthier whoſe Cloth it is, and net tothe 
Fa7or who ſold the Cloth, and in acfault of Payment ſhon'd be liable 
ro be Sued by the ſaid Clothier, 

4. That if the Fadtor do ſell the Cloth for leſs money then was ſet him 
by the Clothier, or ſhould tru any Perſon without the Clothiers parti- 
eular conſent to the truſting of that particul.1y Perſon, that in this caſe the 
F ator [hould be Devtor to the Clithier for the Full value of the Cloth, 
which was allowed hinz by the Clothier, in the ſame manner as if it were 

5.7007 end that tle Clothier micht always know the time when hi: 
C1315 75 (51, cndt9 woom, it wonld b: nece(/ary that there were a Regiſter 

is 
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3, the Hall, wherein there might be Emired the time when the Clth nas 
fold, the Faltors Name that ſold it, the Clothiers Name and Place of 4- 
bode, whoſe Cloth it is which is ſold, and alſo the Buyers Name and Place 
of Abode that hath bought the ſame, Andin this and all other Charees 
they obſerve a Meaiocrity. | 

And then there is another inconvenience that the Clothier doth 
meet with in the ſelling of his Cloth, which is thi-, viz. That ma- 


7 ny times after the Buyer hath bought his Cloth at aprice, and cauſed 


it to be ſent out of the Hall to his own houſe, he hath pretended 
ſome fault ro be in the Cloth, and unleſs the Clothier will yie'd to 
abate what he would have him, hemuſt have his Clothagain, which 
hath often been a very great vexation to the Clothier, 

Others there are who have very much abuſed the Clothier, by ex- 
ating unreaſonable meaſure from him, and to this end many have 
uſed very indire&t wayes, as the having that avomination of a yard 
anda yard. Nay,ſometimes they have put the Cloth into a Tub of 
water,and after this they have Griped the Clothier exceedingly in the 
Meaſute, 

Now it may be ſuppoſed, that if this Order were obſerved, it 
would prevent this inconvenience to the Clothier for the future, viz. 
That his Cloth being Sealed is aforeſaid, the ſworn Aulneager (hould alſo 
Meaſure every Mans Cloth ſo ſoon as it cometh ont of the Mill, which Mea 
ſure might be expreſſed upon the Seal, by an Impreſſion made in it to ex- 
preſs the (ame, Nowthe Cloth having this Seal annexed to it, andbeine 
bought in the Market, and ſent out of the ſame at a Price agreed upon, that 
inthis caſe the puyer ſhinld be obliged to have this Cloth ſs bought in the 
Market at the ſame Price agreed uponthere, and according to the Meaſure 
expreſſed upon the Seal. 

2, That if the Cloth, that hath this Towg-Seal annexed to it, ſhould in 
reality be any way faulty. yet nevertheleſs the Clothicr ſhould net be oblized 
19abate, Fut upon ſufficient Teſtimony 4nd Proof hereof the [worn Anl+ 
neazer ſhould be [everely puniſhed, | 

3. That as toſnch Cloth that is ſealed with the Letter F, if the Buyer 
bath any Fealonſic, that the Seller hath not diſcovered all the faults in the 
ſaid Cloth, that then it mizht be Fxamined in the Hall or Market, where 
there 
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there ſhould be 4 Pearch for that purpoſe, where the Buyer might have the 
Liberty torefuſe or take the [aid Cloth 3 but if he {hall canſe the ſaidfaul- 
73 Cloth tobe ſent out of the Market or Hall at a Price, that then the 
Buyer fhall nut have the liberty to refuſe the (aid faulty Cloth, but ſhall be 
oblizedto have it, let the faults be what theywill. 

4.1t weuld be neceſſary that all Serges were at firff Woven at one certain 


| length, that ſo the Buyer might the better underſtand what it is that he 


doth buy, which now he doth not, becauſe all Serges are ſold by the Piece, 
and ſome want three or four yards of what ſome others are;, And it would 
be neceſ[ary that they were all Woven of ſach alength, that after they are 
Mi'led in an ordinary manrcer, they might contain full twenty and four 
Jars. 


SECT. VIL 
Concerning the Hindrances of theExport ation of ourWoollen Mannfa ure, 


A Hen once the Clothier hath made his Cloth both good and 

. cheap, and is convenienced tro.ſell it when it is made, then ir 
would be neceſſary 4 promote the Exportation of it abroad into 0- 
ther Countreys. 

1, Now we ate very much hindred herein by the Datch, who do 
make Cloth themſelves, and (ell it in thoſe places where otherwiſe 
we ſhould (cl] ou's } bur could we keep our Wooll and 
Fullers Earth f:om them, we ſhould ſpeedily prevent them, And ic 
would be neceſſary for the Promotion of this Trade with us, that there 
were an high Impoſt laid upon all fine Cloth that ſhall be imported, 

. Yet the Frexch doth des] far mote unkindly with us then the 
Dutch, becaule we Co take little of their Commodities ; but of the 
+ tc, rote OrbEr, (35 it is Related by a * Gentlemanof the Privy 

BT” Chamber, ina Treatiſe of his cailed, The Intereſt of 
Enelan&, ) wedo take ſo much, viz, of their Wines, their Linnens 
=Gc. their Silken Stuffs, that the excels of th:ſe Commodities im- 
nortedunto us, Is as Much as cometh to 16020co. in the year, more 
$.cn ar Commodities that are re-exported unto them 3 for which we 

| | do 
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, 8 do pay them ready money. And had not the Frexch King forind ic 
I co be true upon Examination, he would have Prohibited all our Com- 
modities from being brought into his Kingdom, Wherefore he laid 


2 only a very great Impoſt upon the ſame,which is * une 

Eſtus upon an * Anlne And this our Trade doth ex- * F/tus, a French 
, If r:camly ſuffer alſo by all his New Conqueſt, where 57%" o 
,  chey were wont before to wear our Engliſh Cloth, 4/0450 Evan 


| E which now they. cannot, becauſe of the high and 
7 greac Impoſt that is laid uponir, ' 3 
. Now had this great Impoſt been laid only upon our Woollen Mi- 
nufacture, it might have been ſuppoſed that ke did it only to nece(” 
ſtate his people to the making oft the ſame ; bur ſeeing he hath laid 
thelike Impoſt on our Exz/iſh Tobaccho too, argueth, his Deſign is ' 
to ſuppreſs any Trade whatſoever that doth belong to the Enzlifh, 
It being then a manifeſt truth, that we dotake off ſo much of cheir 
Commoditics, to the great wrong and prejudice of our own Wea- * 
4 [Evers and Tradeſmen in London and Canterbury, it is very hard meaſure 
that they will take little or nothing of ours, eſpeciilly ſeeing that this 
they have done formerly, and they might have cohtinned ts do rhe- 
ſame ſtill, had not the French King uſed all the Methods that poſlibly 
he could, to hinder the ſameor thelike Negotiation, for they are as 


X Numerousa people as ever they were,and thould they wear of our Exg-* 
1 :ſþManutaCture,as they were wont todo heretofore, thatCountry would 

, be ſufficient to take off almoſt as mnch as cou'd be madein England: ' 
pe It is true, we have endeavored to Reraliate upon ſome of their _ 
© [Commodities, eſpecially upon their Wines 3 but our Exz/iſh Gentry * 
£ co ſo much delight in the drinking thereof, that they do ſtill make * 
F their way with us notwithſtanding their dearneſs, yet ſo doth not our” 


anufaQure with them : Therefore it would be neceſſary to take the 
lame Meaſures to beat them our of their Trade with us, as they have 
one to beat us out of our Trade with them. And if this were done, 
they would be as much perplexed for want of a Trade to put off their 
Vines, their Linnens and their Silken Stuffs, as we are now to put” 
ff our Woollen ManufaRures. It will not then be irrational to judge 
Uat this may be done as to all three of their Commodities: fn 


vers Tradein the Cities of London and Canterbury. 


_— 
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Firſt, As to their V Vines, if the Gentry would but take. to drink: 


more Sider, and many other Exgliſh Drinks, that of late are ſoExcel- 
lent, that they are little inferiour to their V Vines (unleſs in Price) we 
ſhould then have leſs occaſion for them, and this would be a means to 
improve the Lands of our own Countreyz And would be a way 
oreatly to adyance our National profic and intereſt, Did we 
withal bur fink the impoſt of Portagal Wine (equal, to French 
Wine) they would take off above 300000 pounds worth of our Exgl:ſh 
Manu*aCtute in a year. And then for their Linnens we might promote 
the making thereof in our own Nation, as ſhall be ſhewed hereafter. 

And for their Silks and other Supetfluities that we do buy of 
them, (which (as ſome do judge) do amount to more Money then all 
their Wines and Linnen both) we have lirtle or no occaſion of them, 
And if they were all prohibited, it would mightily advance the Wee- 


SECT. VEL 
Concerning the Hindrances ef wearing our Woollen Manufaitnre at home: 


As it is neceſlaty, that this Trade be promoted abroad, ſo it is as ne- 


ceſfary, that it be promoted as much as may be at home, This Trade 


is very mucl1 hindred by our own People, who do Wear many For- 
reign Commocities inſtead of our own; as may be inſtanced in many 


Particulars, vizs.Inſtead ofGreen Sey that was wont to be uſed for Chil- 


drens Frocl:s, is now ufed Painted, and 1nd7an-ſtained, and Striped 
Calicozand inſtead of a l'erpetuana or a Shalloon to Lyne Mens Coats 
with, is uſed ſometimes a Glazened Calico, which in che whole is 
not above twelve pence cheaper, and abundantly worſe, For either 


Perpetuana or Shalloon will wear out two Coats, or whenit hath worn 


out one Coar,it will ſerve for one uſe or other afterwards for children, 
Andfſoin reality it is the cheaptſt.BeciuſeGlazened Calico will hardly 
vear out oneCoat: And it is the {ame or worſe. if they Lyne with a plain 
Calico or Dyed Linnen. And ſometimes is uſed a Bangale that is 
brought firom-1zdia, both for Lynings to Coats, and for Petticoats 
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too; Yet our Engliſh V Vare is. better and cheaper then this, only it is thin- 
ner for the Summer. And of late there are abundance of Linnen Stuffs, 


[that come from-Hamborongh, and are made to imitate our Norwich 


Stuffs, and many of them have been uſed for Gownes for VVomen, in- 
ſtead of our own Manufacture. . To remedy this, it would be neceſſary 
to lay avely high Impaſt upon all ſuch Commodities astheſeate, and 
that no Callicoes, or other ſort of Linnen be ſuffered ro be Gl23zened, 
There isa certain Neceſſity, that Womens Garments ſhould be Lyned 
with plain Callico, yer not ſo for Mens. Therefore it would be expe- 
cient that a Law were made, tht no Perſon ſhould have his Coat Lyned 
with any thing but what is mace in England, And this will not only 


promote the Woollen Trade, but the Silk-Weavers Trade alſo, who 


make many Silken Stuffs as fir for Lyningof Gentlemens Coats,as any 
that is made in any Countrey whatſoever, and no Perſon can be offend- 
ed atirt, becauſe his Majeſty, (for the encouragement of the Trade of 


his own people) is graciouſly pleaſed ro Wear. nothing but what*is of 


the Engliſh make, The Statute for Burying in Woollen would have 
been of very good uſe, had it been executed, which: (as it may be ſup- 


poſed) would in a!l this time have Conſumed as much Wool! z there 


is at this time in Eneland, And the way to have it put in execution, is 
to put the Adminiſtracor upon the proof of ic, Therefore.ic would be 
necefſary, that there were a Law made to enjoyn the Perſon concerned, 


toprove the ſame upon Oath:before ſoure Juſticeof the Peace, within 


one Moneth after the Burial, and that he hath a Certificate hereof unger 


the Juſtice his Hand and Seai: And without thisCertificate the Church- 


Wardens ſhould forthwith pur the penalty of” the' Law- in execution, 
There-is one thing more that. would be-no ſmall addition to the ad- 
vancement of this Trade, and that-is coencourage Wearing of Flannel , 
There are ſome of the Gentry who have Worn-irt,do commend it ex- 
ceedingly, ſaying, that it doth Wear as well and as ſoft, either in Shirrs 


or Shites,as any Linnen whatſoever, And the contſer ſort would. be 


better then Linneh forche Poor, becauſe: they: may! Wear it a: Moneth 
without Waſhing; Now if the. Peopleſhould'tzkerto the Wearing-of 
this, it would-unipeakably Advance Trade ia this Kingdom, 


D SECT 


_ 1 -4 . "WA, IB -—— Tarot er ern gmgyy moe y—a— _ TY mm Tr—= be OV 


y <> 


_ 
= bb » = ” EO ik PM P— VET 


1 (tt) 4 
| 'SECT. Ix. - > WO 
Conctrnixg the Cauſes of Impeveriſbing the Silk-Weavers Trade. ſel 
TOW I have already ſhewed that the Importing of ſo many French Ar 
wrought Silken Stuffs into this Kingdom, hath been one way to Im-M of | 
poveriſh this Trade, and that the Prohibition of theſe Commoditic {MW mo 
would be very neceſſary for the benefic hereof 3- I ſhall further ſhew in Co 
another place that the Hawking and Retayling of their Commodities mig 
are two other means that have alſo contributed towards the Marring this um 
Trade, But beſides theſe, there are two more,the one is the Engines of taic 
late invented, that do Weave only narrow Ribbands, and thoſe ſo ve the 
ry ſleight, that ifever Sales-men ſhoy!d be (ſuppreſſed, they would bed 1. 
nouſe at all 3 2nd for this Reaſon the Retayling Shop-keepers can hard- be « 
ly (ell any of them. It is then very much againſt the common and ge. as {1 
neral good, that a thing ſo uſeleſs ſhould be ſuffered ; ſeeing that by this To! 
means there will alſo be many hands of the poor that will want work. 2 
Another thing that hath very much empaired this Trade is, that cher:M in 
are here and therea Silk Weaver or two (of late years) crept into ſameſ 3 
Cities and Market-Towns in'England, who do employ ſuch people tha Mar 
were never bound to the Trade, Now although what I ſpeak of beforeſy Cor 
(concerning Licenſe to ſet up any Trade that doth employ the poor)willf App 
hold gocd in thisTrade alſo: yet in a differing manner, becauſe in all othe: 
Trades that do employ the poor, they cannot effeR their buſineſs with-M Conc 
out employing ſuch as were nEver Apprentice tothe Trade, As fot [g- 
ſtance, the Clothier muſt employ the Spinner and Stackarder, thar per- N 
adventure were never Apprentices to any Trade, <lſe they could never 
accowplith their end, - And it is the ſamein making of ButtonsandBone-fſſ Trac 
Jace, and thelike,. Bur it isnot ſo.in this Trade; for they that have beenſſſ that: 
Apprentices toithe Silk weaving Trade, and able to make more Com 
modities then can beeeafily diſpoſed of, And the reaſon why there: 
ſuch multitudes of this Trade is, becauſe there hath not been for a long 
time any other bur this, to place forth poor mens Children, and Pariſh 
Boyes unto ; by which means the poor ofthis Trade have been very mu- 
merous, whocando nothing elſe almoſt; being bred up unto ir from their 
youth. Therefore-althovgh it might not be againſt the common good, 
for any one to employ their Stocks in ferting of theſe Weavers 4 
WOrk, 
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work; yet it would be ſo,if either they ſhould be ſuffered co Weavethem- 


ſelves, or ſhould employ any other ro Weave for them, that were never 


Apprentices tothe Trade, Therefore it would be neceſſary tharno man 
of this Trade live alone,and in a'private place; But it would be much 
more for the prefit and intereſt of the Maſters of this Trade, that they 
Cohabit and dwell rogetherin ſome Eminent City or Town, which they 
might make nor only the Seat of their Habitartion, bur alſo the Emport- 
um and Seat of their Trade, And if Loydon 4nd Canterbary cannot con- 
rain all of this Trade, then there may be appointed ſome other place for 
them to live in, | 

1. TheReaſon hereof(beſfides what,is premiſed) is, becauſe aMarket muſt 
be one way to Regulate ſome Abuſes in this Trade as well as in others, 
25 ſhall be ſhewed ar large in another place: Now a man or two in a 


| Town, or two or three in a County, can never make a Marker. 


2, Becauſe this is a very great injury to the W hole-ſale Shop-keepers 
in Londoy. 

3. Becauſe they doprejudice the Retayl Shop-keepers alſo in thoſe 
Market-Towns where they do live, For theſe do many timesRetayl cheir 
Commodities, and many are furniſhzd by them that never ſerved any 
Apprentifhip to any Shop- keeping Trade, 

| SECT. Xx. 
Concerning the Wooden Manufatturer, and the Silk-Weaver, their Retayls 
ing the Commodities which they make, 

OW neither of theſe ManutaRturers were wont formerly to Retayl 
Nectar they made; which hath greatly empaired not only theirown 
Trade, but many Shop-keeping Trades too, And if it may be thought 
thatthe Shop-keeping Trade is a conveniency to the people of thisKing- 
dom, and for the general good rhereof (as 7 ſhall. prove hereafter) then 


W© it will not be expedient that the former ſhould be ſuffered. I have al- 


ready ſhewed what did occaſion the Woollen Manufacturer to do this at 
firſt, viz, The great Abuſe they did ſuſtein by the Fators, And 
that which did at firſt occaſion it in the Silk-Weavers, was their own 
covetouſneſs, For they thought to advantage themfelyes by (cling 
ther Ware to Countrey Chapmen, which made them 20 to their Inns in 
London where they ſold them theit Commodities, Now ſo ſoon as the 
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W hole-Sale-Men did-perceive this, then he did all he could to beat down 


the Weave:s price, that ſo he might keep his-Countrey Chapmen, 


Hereupon their Commodities were ſold far lower then before. There- 
fore miny that could not {ell co Countrey Chapmen, fell to Rerayling of 
their Wares which they did make, Yer neicher of theſe ManutaQurers 
did hereby advantage themſelves, becauſe for this reaſon none of the 
Shop-keepers would buy of themthar did Retail, andthey not finding: 
ſale tor their Commodities by Retail, ſufficient to maintain them, have 
been (many of them) hereby Reduced to very great Neceſlities. 

Now the Silk- Weavers had no need at all to do this, becauſe thiey had 


FEY betore a vety good price for their Commoditie, and many of them are ſo 


ſenſible hereof, that they do heartily wiſh that che Trade might be re-' 
Cuced again to the ſame ſtate that it was in formerly, 
But toreturnto the Clothier, who will not have that occaſion to Re- 


tail his Cloth, if the abuſe of the FaRtors be ReRtified. Yet theie is one 


OjzAion concerning him, and that is this, | 

Obj. 1f he ſhould not Retail his own Cloth, what ſhall he do with a dam- 
waged Cloth, that he cannot [ell at a Market? 

Anſw. 1 Anſwer, that for all ſuch damaged Cloth, and Remnants of 
Cloth, that will nor paſs Sale at the Marker, the Clothier ſhould nor 
Recail theſe until they are Licenſed by the Officers of their Company, 
who ſhould view them, and if they find chem nor fit for the Market, they 
ſhould Licenſe the ſame Cloth, or Remnant of Cloth, to be Retailed, by 
pu'ring the Seal of their Company at the end thereof in Wax. 

. And hereunto may be Added the injury that many Merchants do to 
the Shop- keeping Trade, by Retailing thoſe Commodities they adven- 
ture for. Inaſmuch as hereby Trade is brought out of its right Current. 
And to prevent this miſchiet it would be neceſlary, that no Perſon what- 
ſoever be acmitred to Retail any Commodity belonging to - the Shop- 
keeping Trace of buying and ſelling, that hath it at che firſt hand; not 
but that thoſe Shop-keeping Traders might Retail thoſe Commodities 


which they make, whoſe cuſtom hath been to do ſo time out of minde: 


Sech arethe Shoomaker, the Brafter, the Pewrerer and the like, 
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Y | SEC-T> xt eh 
8 Concerning Hawkers that do Profer to ſell Commodities by Wha'e-ſale. 
| O F late years the whole Trade of this Kingdom is to Profer Gommo- 
dities tothe Buyer both by W hole-ſale 2n4 Retail,which hath much 
+ Empaired all Trades, becauſe there is a vait difference between What wil 
you give? and What ſhall I give? Now I (hall firſt inſiſt upon thoſe that 
proter their Wares by Whole-fale, which are called Hawkets.and which 
arenot only the ManufaGurers themſelves, but others belides them, 
viz. the Women in Londoyp, in Exceter ani in Mancheſter, who do not 
| on'y Profer< ommadities at rhe Shops and Ware houſes, bur alſo ac 
Ians to Countrey- Chapmen, Likewiſe the Mancheſter-men, the Sherborn- 
; men, and many others, that do Travel from one Matket-Towa to ano- 
therz And thereat ſome Tnn do profer their Wates to (ell ro theShop- 
keepers of the place. | 
That which did occaſion Men at fiiſt to Retail thoſe Commodities} 
which they made, did ar firſt occaſton this alſo, and isno leſs diſadvanta-f 
geous then that was, not only to the Woollen ManutzCturers and Silke 
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Weavets, butalſotoall the Shop- keeping Trades in England, | 

Now alchough at the fiſt raking up of this Hawkiog way, there were 
ſome who cid get Eſtates by it,there being then but few ofthem,bywhich! 
means they took much more Money, and ſtayed for le's time in ap'ace, 
thennow tleydo;bur it is quite otherwiſe at this day, the numberotthem 
being much Augmented, by which means they take our little Money, } 
and are forced to tarry long 1na place, becauſe Men do not minde their # 
ooing away 3 forif one be gone, be ſure another will quickly come, | 
Whereupon ſore have ſtayed a Fortnight in a Countrey Market- 
Town; Nay, ſome Rug-makers have waited in Zoydon, abſent from 
all their buſineſs ar home, almoſt three Moneths before they could Vend} 
their Wares. And the Chargeof Horſe-mear and Mans Meat is no} 
leſs then before ; So that by reaſon of their long abode in a place, ir 
coth coſt theſe more no, then formerly ir did chem that took fix times 
more money ; whereby many of them are quite undone, and: the reſt] 
that. remain, who are ſufficient men, are ſoextreamly wearied with this 
way of cealing, that they would be heartily glad. (as many af them 
have confeſſed) if there were a Lay to ſuppreis them, that then airs 
M19ieE 
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| 4 retutninto its od Channel, where ic hath ran far better theneyer 
ace. 

Moreover, this Hawking Trade doth utterly empair the whole-Sale 
Trade, in all the Cities and Market- Towns in Exg/and, but eſpecially 
in the City of London, where are ſome Trades in a manner come to no- 
thing, becauſe Countrey-Chapmen do not buy of them now, ſcarce an 
eighth-parc of what they werewont to buy formetly. 

And it is noleſs injurious tothe Retailing Shop- keeping Trade in all | 
Cities and Maiket Towns in England, : 
| Firſt, becauſe thy have been an occaſion to many, that never ſerved an 
3 pprentiſhip to any Shop-keeping Trade, to [et up the ſame, not only in Cities 
G8 ard Marktt Towns, but alſoin every Countrey Fillage, 
 Leconldly, becauſe when they have been Neceſſitated for Money ,(as often 
they are by re:ſon of their great Exp-nces and their ſmall Trade) toſelltheir 

A Commodities by Retail, inthe ſeveral Narket-Towns where they have been, 
F and that at as low Rates as thty would ſcll ty whole-ſale, have hereby greatly 
impoſed upon their Trades and th:mſelucs both, Bur hence may ſome 
Wraile theſe Objections following, | 
17% Obj.1. If this Hawking Trade be ſuppreſſed, what more convenient way 
can be found, for the Manufatturer to ſell hi Wares, and alſo for the Buyer 
zo furniſh himſelf with what be wants, ] 
Sol. There 1s no better w:y both for the ManufaQurer to cl his J 
! 


nn a DOT a os 


+4 
i; 
4 " 


r1 
; 
: 


p 


+ 


XW ares,and alto for the buver to furniſh himlclf with what he wants,chea 


| [ 
4 * : , » 
"3 Obj.2.But if Hawgers be ſuppreſſed theShopy keepers will not have the con- ſ 


s ata Market. Ot which. conveniency ITintend co Treat hereafter. 

_Zwenience for the buying their Commodittes then, as they have now, P 
2 Sc. Tanſwer, that molt of the Shop-keepers in Enzlandare (o ſenſible 
wa the great wrong they have received from them, that they had rather 1 
NAnide a hundred Miles to buy their Commodities, .then they ſhould be t 
#*[crolerared. - 
>; Ob), 3. Put if the Hawkers be ſuppreſſed, it will not be much the better li 


4,3for the Shop-keepers in Countrey Market-Towns ; for then the Londoners 
and ethers will have Ware-Eom(cs in places inthe Ceuntrey, which will be as 7 
FE 7njwriens unto them as the Hattkers have been. | ts 
i Sol, For the p:eventicn of this miſchict rothe Trade of the Countrey 4 


Market. 
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2 
Market- Towns3 it would be cats? CS all perſons were prohibited 
by a Law to have any Ware-houſe, orto keep any FaRors or Servants to 
ſel| Commodities for themin any Market-Town or City in Enzlard; 
ſave only there where they do live with their Family; 
SECT, XII. 
Concerning Trades-Men Breaking, ani paying ſolitt!e inthe pound of thei 
true Debts, | | 
| T=> is a third thing that is very prejudicial, not only to che Woollen 
| ManufaQturer and Silk- Weaver, but alſo the W hole-ſaleShop- keeps 
ing Trade and Merchant. Ir will be in vain to inſiſt upon what hath bee} 
the Practice of many Perſons in this Kingdom, concerning their breaks 
ing and puting themſelves into theKings Bench, paying little or nothing! 
of their juſt Cebts; For this 1s tooNotorious to the whole Nation: There 
are then four things that occaſion Mens breaking. | | 
Firſt, ſome ſudden Contingencies as the Merchant may mect with. Great 
and ſudden loſſes at Sea; Or the Shop- Keeper may be utterly undone by ſud-' 
den Fire, or the like 1n theſe Caſes there ought to be Mercy ſhewed to ſuch? 
Poor Men3 and it is much to be Lamenttd there is not 4 Way thinght on to! 
Raiſe Moneys to ſet them Up ag41n, | | | | 
2, The Want of Succeſs, Many a Man doth take a great deal of Care and 
Pains in his Trade, and yet allwill not do,flill he goes backward in the Worlds! 
yet this is not common and wſual, for God hath Promiſed to bleſs the Hands of 
the diligent ; yet ſometimes it may ſofall out. However, this man onght to) 
be honeſt, and to make a Diſcovery of his Condition in time, leſt that he ſhou 
ſpend upenother Mens monty ; and he that is a careful, honeſt andinduſtrious! 
man muſt needs know when he is ſinking in his Eſtate, | 
3. 111 Husbawdry is another thing that doth occaſion-men to break, 5 Some? 
will ſpendtheir time in Drinking and Gaming, neglecting their buſintſs, un-; 
til they are nndone. And ſuch Perſons as theſe are ought tobe dealt ſeverely; 
with. For why ſbouldthey ſpend the money ef other induſtrious men by this % 
luxurious living. : 
4, A deſign ofGain is another thing which doth occaſion ſome men to breaks 
They finde ſome have Got eſtates by breaking, ard therefore they will do [0 
180, Now we may conclude, that this man doth not deſerve leſs puniſhment 
then be that taketh a Parſe upon the High-way fer bythereaſon of this Mans 
| pretended, 
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' fritended honeſty he is truſted, but bi is > be that Robbeth upon « Road, 

 T judge therefore it would be of very great uſe and benefit co the 

| FF pe of this Kingdom, if there were a Law made to inflict ſome bodily 

puniſiment uponevery one that ſhould break for above one hundred 

pounds, and ſhould nor pay fifteen ſhillings in the pound of his true and 
juſt Cebts 5 and thus no man could be ſo ſudden'y undone by bad debts: 

& For then ir en would not loſe ſo much by three hundred pounds, - as now 

They commonly do by two, nay, by one, 

' Obj: A, But many a man hath. been broneht low in the World, and Jet 

; have got up again, 

Anſw. Grant there have been ſome that have eotup again,who have 
'-not been able to pay full fitteen ſhillings inthe pound, I (ay, admit there 
-have been ſuch black Swans, yet this is Rara avis 1x terris,-- And theſe 
are few | ln compariſon of the many hundreds, who h:ve not riſen again 
"after ſuch a fall. Theretore there ought tobe a (vere Penalty inflicted 
*-oncheſe. to compel them to viſcover their condition before it cometh to 
*be at this rate with them, Beſtdes, this is the more probable way of 
| their Recovery. For hereby they will be out of debr, and their Ctedi- 
rors, byre: fon they {hall loſe fo little by them,will certainly be the more 
**kinde unto them. 5.1might alſo add cnething mote that is thereaſon c> 
pb breaking of many men, who areof | etailing Tradesor at leaſt of not 
paying their Creditors ſo timely as otherw.ſe they might, who might 
wwe been Ranked among thoſe mentioned in the firſt particular, co 
-whom there ought tobe thewed much Mercy and Compaſſion. Suchate 
toe Retailers that are encoursged co truſt Pcrlons becauſe wi their grect 
F,-4*5 Etftates and Reverues, who do ne.ther take any care, nor make any con- 
| ' 4 Ycienc2 of paying thei: juſt and tive debts; who will keep the Tradeſman 
4.39 om; his Mon:y, ſometimes two or three yeares,. although they haye 
"been importuned ty him.-both to his expences and loſs of time. And 
"although ſome will be ſo tair 25 to give both good words and Promiſes, 
yer theſe have been bur mifer:ble Evaſions and Purt-offs, as is evidenc, 
;nthat they never minde the Pertormance. of them, Bur then again, 
$874 there gfe others that are far from giving good. words, that they give 
by”, "faltogether m menaces and thteatnings, ? which have made many a Trades 
WH mn fad to a5k for his own, for fear of a Stab. 

And 
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And others there are, that will m_— the Trades-man hath Cheated 
them in over-prizing his Commodities,and therefore he muſt ſtty longer 
for his Money, which is another ſhift, Whereas it is the Trades-man 
indeed that is cheated, in being forced to ſtay ſo long for his Money a- 
gainſt his Will, For it is impoſſible that he that ſhall ſtay a Twelve- | 
month for his Money, ſhall ever inhance the price of kis Commodity ſg 
far, as tobe ſufficiently recompenſed for ſtaying ſo long a time for ir, 
All men I think will grant, that if the Trades-man hath ready money, 
ewo ſhillings in the pound is but reaſonable, Now then, if he doth ſtay a 
Twelve-month before he is'paid, he ſhould have fout ſhillings profit in | 
the pound, if two years then fix ſhillings in thepound, and fo on, accotd- 
ing tothe time he ſhall ſtay for his money ; becauſe it will eafily appear, 
that more then ten in the hundred profit might be made in a year, with 
ready money ina Trade, But now it's next toan impoſhbiliry for any 
Trades-man to gain four ſhillings in the pound,unleſs it be in ſome hidden } 
Commecdities, ſuch as belong to the Apothecaries ; and yet this in rea- | 
lon they ought to have, if they ſtay a Twelve-month for their Money, Þ 
Andift they can beno Gainer then, what will they be, if they ſhall ſtay 3 
two or three, nay, four years before they are paid, Afluredly, no man | 
can poſſibly deny, bur in this caſe a-Trades-man muſt needs be a very ; 
vreat Loſer, | 

Further, it often hapneth, that after all this the Trades-man doth loſe * 
his whole debt, if it be not paid before the Perſon is dead, for thenthe Y 
Heir doth Claim the Inheritance, and the Widow her Joinure,and there 
'snothinglefr to pay the debts bue the Perſonal Eſtate, which is ſeldom | 
more thena Coach and Horſes, and ſome Houſhold Goods, which will 3 
not Pay ſometimes a tenth part of the debts, This is quite contrary to Þ 
what was formerly wont to be, Then the truly Noble Gentlemea of | 
this Kingdom, dideſteem it their great honour, ro fulfil exactly whatſo- Mk 
ever they had promiſed, although it had been neverſo much to their de- | 
triment and loſs, They wou!d heretofore -have diſdained thoſe Rig- * 
lings and Shiftings which are uſed in our times: infomuch, thar if the | 
Trades-man had their Promiſe, they might more cercainly have depend- 
ed on it, then now they may on their Bonds. , And hence it was, that the |} 


Statute of Banquerupt did concern only Traces: men, becauſe all others 
| | E then 
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| then were pnntual to obſerve and to perform their word, and careful to 
! Pay all their juſt and true debts. | 
þ Thereare two things that probably would Remedy this, if it would 
not be thought too great a price of Preſumption. 
\ Fufſt, thefirſtis this, viz, That for all debts that are not paid within ſix 
' Months time or thereabouts, after they are ContracFed, the Debtor ſhould af- 
"8 ferwards be liable to pay the intereſt; Andlikewile if any die, whoſe Perſonal 
IE </tate will not reach to pay all their debts, there may be inthis Caſe by a Lay 
' Commiſſioners, that micht be Authoriſed to ſell, and diſpoſe of ſo much of the 
BY Land, that was Poſſeſſed by the Debtor deceaſed, that will fully pay all the 
"3 ebts; and certainly this wouldbe of no ill conſequence to the Kingdom, For 
18 7t would net only be a conveniency to Tradeſmen, but in all probability might 
ER %e 4n inducement is all Perſons totakys greater care tolive within the Compaſ? 
"4. of their Eſtates, | RY | 


SECT. XIII. 
Concerning Stage-Coaches. 


HIS is another late Grievance which doth prejudice and injure all thoſe 
T cades before premiſed, For were it not tor theſe, there would bea- 
$$ buncance more Cloth and Stuff, and trimming of Suites uſed and worn 

£3. our, then now there is, And they do not only wrong theſe Trades; 
* but many others alſo, as the Tailor, the Hatter, the Sadler, the Shooe- 
+ maker and the Tanner 3 for, were itnot for theſe Coaches, there would 
be far more of the Commodities uſed and yended then now there are, 
And they donot a little incommode all the Innes in all the Cities and 
1. Market-towns in Enz/and; for where are no Coaches frequenting the 
Innes, they have there lictle (if any thing) todo; and they who have 
45?" them ger no ſuch advantage by them, being forced to take ſuch under 

* Rates for their Hc:ſe-mear, that the loſs they thereby ſuſtein,. is greater 
then can be regained by the Gueſts which thoſe Coaches do bring unto 
* their Innes ; and thenthe Owners of them do receive ſo little benefit, 
7 that many of lateyears have beenutterly undone by them, And then 
= they carty multitudes of Letters, which otherwiſe would be ſent by the 
* Poſt; And wereit not for them there would be mgre Wine, Beer = 
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Ale drank in theTnn thenis now, which would be a means to Augment 
che Kings Cuſtom and Exciſe ; Furthermore, they hin*er the Breed of 
Hotſes in this Kingdom, becauſe many would be neceſſitated to keep a 
good Horſe that now keeps none. Now ſeeing there are few that are 


_ 


Gainers by them, and that they are againſt the common and general good: 


of this Nation, and is oaly a conveniency to ſome that have occaſion to 
goto Londow, who might ſtill haye the ſame wayes, as before theſe 
Coaches were in uſe, (which hath not been much above twenty yea's) 
therefore there is good reaſon they ſhould be ſuppreſſed. Not bur that 
it may be lawful alſo to Hire a Coach upon occaſion ; bur that ic ſhould 


be unlawful oply to keep a Coach that ſhould golong Journeys conſtant- 


ly, from one ſtage or place to another upon certain days of the Week, as | 


they now do, And fincel am ſpeaking of the Innes, I ſhall relate one 
thing more that doth greatly incommode them, whichis the great num-. 


ber of Ale-houſes that are ſuffered in all Cities and Market-Towns in | 
Ex2land, in one of which is more Beer drawn, then in many Innes thar | 


ay fix times the Rent chat they do, Beſides, therearemany poor men. 


who do ſpend both their time and money in them, whilſt their Wives and.. * 
Children are ready to ſtarve at home. And then, if ſo many were nor + 
ſuffered to tun into this way, they would (it may be) get into ſome o- 


ther, which might be more for the general good of this Kingdom, ſuch 
a5 the making of Linnen Cloth, Bene Lace,or the like. 
Furthermore, the Innes are a great conveniency, common to the 


whole Nation, being neceſſary for the Refreſhing of wearied Travellers, f 


2nd ſo ought to beencouraged, Beſides, they pay great Rents to many 


Gentlemen in this Kingdom, which muſt inevitably fall, if they meer } 


with ſuch diſcouragements as theſe are, Now ſeeing it doth appear by 


what hath been ſaid, that ſo many Alehouſes are no way ar all beneficial | 
to the publick good, but many ways injurious to the tame, then thereis | 


reaſon to ſuppreſs them 3 and I conceive there would be lictleleſs of Beer 


2nd Ale drank then now there is z for all ſufficient men that can bear the - 
expence of their money and time, would then frequent the [nnes upon' 


all occafions, as now they do the Alehouſes, 
E 2 SECT, 
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SECT. XIV. : 
Concerning the Shap-keeping Trades is this Kingdors, 


| 4 {nah which hath been the Bane almoſt of all Trades, is the too great 
\ & number of Shop-keepers in this Kingdom, - For as it is Related by 

Mr. Coke, ina Treatiſe of his concerning Trade, that thereare ten thog- 

& {and Retailing Shop-keepers more in Zoxdoy then are in Amſterdam, 

* Now the reaſon hereof is, Firſt, Becauſe for many yeares there have 

been no other Trades but theſe to receive the Touth of this Nation. For- 


8 merly, when the Cloathing Trade did flouriſh with us, there were many 
KT ſufficient Mens Sons put Apprentices to this Trade, Secondly, Becauſe 
FE the Shop: kreping Trade is an eafie life, and thence many are induced to run 
EM 2nts it, and there hath been no Law to prevent it ; or if there be ayy, it hath 
84 been very flackly executed, mhich maketh very many (like a mighty Torrent ) 


i og | fall into it, which hath been Verified for Poruy years paſt, by many Hns- 


LIE Sandmen, Labourers and Artificers, who have left off their Working Tragts, 
IST and turned Shop: keepers. 
; 


' Andof 2uakers, grezt Numbers of late years are become Shop- keep®- 
ers; forif a man that hath been very meanly bred, and was never worth 


4% - much above a Groat inall his life,do but turn Luaker,he is preſently ſer 
1:2 op in one Shop- keeping Trade or other,and then many of them willCom- 


paſs Sea and Land ro get this New- Quaking Shop-keeper a Trade; And 


19 if hebe of a Trade that no other Quaker is of inthe Town or Village, 
3.7 then hefhall cake all cheir money which they have occaſion tolay our and 
37 expendin his way, their Cuſtom being to ſcll toall che World, but they 


. ' will buy only of their own Tribe, Inſomuch, that it is conceived by ſome 


{2.7 wiſe men, that they will in a ſhort time engroſs the whole Trade of the 
7 Kingdominto their hands, | 


And then again, there are ſome of the Silk-weavers, but more of the 


3 Clothiers, that ceal inas many if not in far more Commodities then any 
x Shop keeper coth, that hath been Apprentice to his Tradez for they 
"2+ fell not only the Cloth that they make. but Stuffs, Linnen and many other 

| 6 things ; and have ſuch wiyes to pat off their Commodities which the 

2*X  Shop-keeper hath not for they will Truck them off for Shooes with 


the 
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the Shoomaker, for Candles with the Chandler, and ſometimes with 


the Butcher for Meat, and will make their Work-tolks to take the ſame 
for their Work, (although there be ag expreſs Statute againſt ir) and 
then theſe Work+folks will ſell the ſame again for Money, to buy ſuch 
Neceſſaries which they want, 

And it is not much better with them of. the City of London, for 
acre are many thatdo live in aChamber,; that do take twice as much 
Money'as many Shop. keepers do, -who-pay four times the Rent that they 
do, ſothar it cannot be imagined what an iefnamerable Company of ' 
Shop-keepers arein every place 3 and ſuch Practices as thele have utterly 
empaired all Shop-keeping Trades in this Kingdom, which are Grie- 
vances never ſuffered in former times, being againſt the common good of 
the People of this Nation 3 And its defired they were ſpeedily Redrefſed 
for theſe following Reaſons. | : | 

Firſt, Becauſe the Shop-keeping Trax is both a convenient and ealit Way 
for the Gentry, Clergy and Communalty of this Kinedom, to Provide for 
their younger Sons, that ſo the Bulk of their Eſtates may go to the Eldeſt. 
For there are few younger S0ns, who are Trades- men, that have much above 
ont Jears Revenue w their Fathers Eſtate for their Patrimony. Now theſe 
being kept cloſe to buſineſs inthe time of their youth, ds many of them come 
to be ſober and induſtrious men; andwith this (mail Portion to live 4 little 
An[werable to the Family from whence they aeſ ended, being ſerwiceable in 
their Generation both to their King and Countrey, ard mary times keep up 
the Name and Grandenr of their Family, when their Eldeſt grother by his vi- 
tows and intemperate Lifehath loſt it, And oftentimes it proveth Advane 
tageous totheir Daughters too; for it doth frequent ly happen, when the Gen- 
try die, that they leave but ſmall. Portions to their Daughters, ſcarce [ufficient 
Prefer them to Gentlemen of great Rewennes, ( Parallel'd to their Fami-, 
lies) yet nevertheleſs may be thought worthy and deſerving of Trades-men, 
who are the younger ſons of Gentlemen, andby their Matching with ſuch as 
theſe, do come 19 live a little ſuitably to their Birth and Breeding. 

Indeed the Innes of Court and the Univelſities,muſt be acknowledg- 
ed to be both of chem Places fit for the Preferment of younger ſons; bur 
trery one hath not a Genizs capable of Learning thoſe Noble (yet ab- 
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ſtruſe) Sciences, there taught and profeſt, who notwithſtanding are ca* 
pabie enough of a Shop-keeping Trade. Beſides, if every one were 
' fir for either of theſe, yet they would nor ſuffice to receive a third part 
even of this ſort of youth, andthen what ſhould be done with thereſte 
© Should they be brought up to no Employment? bur be left to the Ex- 
| rravigancy of their youthful luſts, ro commit ſuch impieties and de- 
 bautcheiizs which may juſtly entitle them ro the Compellations given by 
Auzuſtus Caſar to his leud Children, wiz: To be Called the Betches and 
Biles of their Family? As its obſeryable in thoſe Countreys where the 
Gentry diſdain to place forth their Children to Trades, who therefore 
turn very diſſolute and vitions, and no way ſerviceable (in times of 
Peace) in their Generation, either ro their King or Countrey where they 
live, | 
WE Secondly, becauſe Shop keepers by Reaſon of their Education, were never 
TT aſd toli'our, and ſhould their Trades be deſtroyed by th:ſe meanes, they 
17488 will not know how to maintain themſelves and their Families ; but they 
I that have been bred to work, may labour in any other Employment, if 
-that to which they have been bred will nat maintain them, 
T1 7hirdly, Becauſe this hath Renared the Shop-keeping Trade to be unpro- 
37S fitable,like unto many unſtinted Commons that no boa) is the better for. Now 
"*F where there is no Order or Rule there maſt be Confuſion; 4s it is in Trades at 
43 rhis time, Andyet thereis Order and Rule obſerved is other Vocations, and 
1*Y' why not ſo in this ? The Miniſter muſt not Preach until he is Ordained; 
3*# The Lawyer muſt nor Plead before heis Called to the Barr 3 The Chy- 
$4 $argion muſt not Practice before he hath his Licenſe Neither can the 
pP.# Midwife Pradtife before ſhe hath her Licenſe roo: And therefore why 
"U# ſhould any ſet up a Sh:p-keeping Trade, before they have been made free of 
+ the ſame, 2 
; Tkis is one Reaſon why ſo few Apprentices, after they come out of 
* rheirtime, do ger into the World, or can make any benefit of their 
6 ; | Trades. Wherefore it concerneth all whatſoever, whether Gentlemen 
"IX or Clergy: men, to be very ſolicitous for the Preſervation of this way 
Wt: of life, whichis ſo conducing to the Preterment of their Children; 
| Fourthly, becauſe it will Coſt a round Sum of Monty, before a Child cay 
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» i be ſetled in any Shopr keeping Trade, "Firſt, To breed him at gcha0l and t0 
t make him fit for the ſame, Secondly, To place him forth to the ſaid Trade 
; when he is fit : Which will coſt in a Conntrey Market-Town, not leſs then fifty 
t or fixiy pounds, but in London upmards of an hunared ; ſo that theſe Trades 
; do ſeem to be purchaſed, and that not only with Money by the P arents, but with 
1 I « Servitude aiſe by the Son, : 
4 Therefore as I conceive, they ought to have the properties of their 
e | Trades confirmed unto them, even as other men have the properties of 
e | their Lands confirmed unto them: Thar is, that no Perſon do (ct up any 
IM Shop-keeping Trade, unleſs they be made Free of the ſame, And if any 
y ſhould plead, char it might be lawful for one man to uſe anothers Land as 


his own for a Livelyhood, he would preſently be accounted a Leveller 
r © and'a Ridiculous Fellow: And certainly no leſs can he be accounted,thar | 
5 ſhould argue ic might be lawful for one man to uſe anothers Trade. 
ey i For this Trade is bought with the Parents Money, and the Sons Setvi- 
if tude, and intended for a future Livelihood for the'Son in the ſame man- 

ner as Land is bought by the Father,and ſetled upon the Child for his fu- | 
;- Þ} tute Livelihood and comfortable ſubſiſtence. 


js Object. But it may be Objeded by many, that a reflraint herein | 
of _ ng Ingeniouſneſs, the end of that liberty hitherto im | 
3 Pieaatas | s 
y- Anſw. Ianſwer, the end by theſe oppoſers chiefly intended, is herein | 
he | 2Icogether fruſtrated, vis, A further improvement of the Shop-keeping i} 
hy © Trade, which (beyond controverſy) cannot be more improved then it is | 
of | ready, and therefore au uncontrouled liberty of undertaking theſe | 
Trades upon this account, dorh(as I conceive) rather pervert the opera- | 

of | *10ns of a pregnant Wir and lively Phantafie, which might be better ex- % 
eir | £11ed in other employments, that are fitter ſubjects thereof, yer abundant- % 
jr ly more conducing to the publick goodz ſuch are Mechanick Trades, and | 
ay others, (that may ſet the Poor moreon work) by inventing Arcificesand 
wayes for the making ſuch Commodities here, which are now 
bought beyond Sea, and brought ro us - from thence, where 
ey are made. But 1 tear any thing of lo 200d conſequence 
Wilth 
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will ſcarce be effeQed, whileſt this Liberty of turning Shop-keepers is 
permitted toall Perſons promiſcuouſly. Indeed the Parliament made an 
Act to encourage the Making of Linnen Cloth, but for this Reaſon there 
are few or none who have Medled with it. | 
Odj 2, But ſome may ſay, lhould the Gentry be encouraged to put their 
younger Sons toTrades, it might have a bad Aſpect on the Safety and Weal of 
| the Kinzdom, as may appear from the benefit the French receive by a con- 
| trary Pradtice, who inſtead of making them Apprentices, invite them to the 
"0 Camp, by which means the French King hath alwayes multitudes of bravr 
AER Souldiers. both for Valour and Conduct, 
'  Anſw, I grant, that if the: French had not this way, they would ne- 
ver have an Army of any Note tor Proweſs and Courage, bur would 
| beas faint-hearted and low-fpitited as Women; Neither could they 
# have Alarm'd all Chriſtendom, as of late, The Reaſon is this, there 
128 are in France but two forts of People, viz. The High Gentry. and the 
{38 poor Peaſant; Now theſe latterarealwayes Enflaved by the former, 
{ and thereby ſo much diſ-ſpiriced, that they ſeldom prove ſtout and reſo- 
\ Inte Soul-ters. And henceir is, that they have not had one Pitched 
3 FF Batcel in all the time of the late Warres; but on the other hand 
"0 rhe Erglſh are of better Mecal, tor, whileſt they are well paid, and 
4 preferred according to their Merits," there will be in them no want 
either of Cou:tage or Condudt, As may appear by the' late unhappy 
Wartes, where there were miny, and ſome of chem but of a very mean 
ExtraRtion, that were as Eminent both for Courage and Skill in Mili- 
rary Diſcipline as any ſort or degree of Men whatſoever. Bur this is al- 
together deſt:uctive in the' Time of Peace and Tranquilliry, which is 
moſt for the good of Mankinde, and chiefly -to be defired, "For fo 
many younger Brothers bzingout of all Employment for a Livel.hood, 
do occaſicn great Miſchief to a Countrey, either by Robbing, or by 
| Inſurre&ions, (which is worſe,) and therefore the French King is al- 
ways engaged in Y Var:, «1ther inteſtine or Foreign, 
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And it would be worſe with us than it is with thei, becauſe 


the midd!e men of this Kingdom have plenty of children, and ſo 
have the Clergy, and were it not for the conyeniency of trade to 
diſpoſe of them, it would be impoſſible but that there would be 
great confuſion, Now in France there arc no middle fort of meh 
ro have children, and the Clergy have none, at leaſt that they care 
for owning ; fo that it is maniteſt to all,by theſe reaſons before pre- 
miſed,that it is much againſt the general good of this Nation, that 
ſuch liberty ſhou'd be permitred in the ShopkeepingTrade as now 
there is. But what way may be thought of to remedy the ſame ? 
Now to this end I ſhall ſuggeſt ſome particulars that may be c- 
fleem'd neceſſary ; firſt for the ſetling of a right order herein, and 
afterwards for continuing the ſame when once eſtabliſhed, For the 
ſetling of the Shopkeeping trade, | 
1, It would be necetlary that all perſons do prove (before ſome 
appointed for that end ) that cither they have been Shop-keepers 
fifteen or twenty years,or that they have been Apprentices to ſome 
Shopkeeping trade of buying and ſelling, and not to a working 
Shopkecping trade, as is a Shoomaker, a Pewtercr, or the like ; nei- 
ther would ir be neceſſary, the Son thould be of any ſuch trade, 
unleſs it could be proved, that the Father had ſerved an appren- 
tiſhip to the ſame. So that it the Father be free only of a working 
trade, the Son alſo ſhould be free only of the ſame ; unleſs he hath 
ſerved apprentiſhip to another trade and maſter ; yet with this ca- 
vear, that there be not too great ſtriftneſs uſed in this proof ; be- 
cauſe many men that have truly ſeryed their apprentiſhip, may 
have loſt their Indentures, or their maſters may be dead ; there- 
fore if any perſon concern'd can bring any one that will ſiyear, that 
he did know, and was familiarly acquainted with the ſaid appren- 
tice, at the latrer end of his time, . when he lived with ſuch a one 
as his reputed apprentice, and thar he never did hear or know an y 
thing ta the contrary, bur that the ſaid perſon did ferve our his 
full rime, that then this proof ſhould be ſufficient.” | 
3. That upon this proof, the parry concern'd ſhould {have a 

F CCI- 


| 34 
certificate of his freedom of the particular trade that he is ſree of; 


bur without this proof and this certificate no perſon ſhould be per- ſil 
mitted to keep any wares in any Shop or Warchouſe, or be of any Tt 
Shopkeeping trade whatſocyer. Ca 

. 4. Thar in all the Cirics and Market Towns in Exglind, the for 
Shopkeepers do all they can at the firſt ferling of Trades to di- Ha 
ſtinguiſh the ſame,as much as may be one from another. It is true, uk 
cuſtom formeth Trades, and in ſome few places, they are hereby Þ:©* 
very well diſtinguiſhed &iready ; yer in many places they are nor, oh 
And althouga cvery trade cannct be diſtinguithed as they ate in bet 
Loxdon, yer in many places, they may come near it, eſpecially the 
in ſome eminent Cities, and Market rowns, as Oxford, Sal;sbury, ay 


| Northampton, and the like; and we may inſtance farther in Mar/- 
borough, a little Town, (in compariſon of theſe) where they al- 
moſt have this diſtinftion, and live better 'upon rheir Trades 
than they do in more noted places, where theic trades are not ſo 
diſtinct : ſor in theſe latter, many. Shop-keepers do not get fo 
much by their trades, as ſome Workmen do by their labour ; the 
reaſon is clear ; for if a man hath not a very great ſtock he can- 
not be ſufficiently furniſhed with rhe commodities belonging 
ro ſo many Trades. Yet there arc few places of eminency, but 
$ may admit of theſe Trades as ſeveral and diſtin, wiz. A wook 
ten Draper, a Linnen Draper, a Mercer that may alſo ſell all ſorts 
of Silver and Gold Lace, and filks and butons, and all other filken 
wares that are for trimming either to mens or womens cloths; 
a Milliner, who ſhould not be ſuffered to cut any wrought ſilks 
as the Mercers do, but only to ſell them in Hoods and Scarts 
ready made ; the Semſterer, who ſhould alſo ſell Linnen only in 
things ready made ; the Upholſterer, the Ironmonger, the Book- 
1©!ler, the Apothecary, the Grocer, and the Chandler, who might 
' *% fel! Bacon and Eggs, Butter and Cheeſe, Oat-meal, and Salt, Fiſh 
44S and Fow], Poultrey, and Rabbets, Muſtard, and Verjuice, Hops, 
"Z Brooms, Maps and Bruſhes. Ihave named all the Commodi- 
es that may bclong to this trade, becauſe I find it in no _ 
iſtin- 
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linguiſhed, and which would in moſt places be a good Trade- 
The Tallow Chandler, who might not only make and ſell TalloW 
Candles, but Wax Candles alſo and Torches, who might fell all 
ſorts of Glaſſes, and Bottles, Crochery and Earthen ware. The 
Haberdaſher of Hats, in regard that Women of late years do not 
ſo commonly wcar Hats as they were wont formerly, may be al- 
' Elowcd ro make theirHats,and ſo may theirTrade be as good as moſt 

Shopkeeping working trades. 'The Bakers trade would be much 

bettered, it none but they were permitted to retail Meal, and that 
| Þthcy did retail aiſo all ſorts of Grain. And when trade is once 
; diſtinguiſhed, ir would be neceſlary to preſerve it ſo ; which muſt 
' be by hindring others to deal in ſuch commoditics that do proper- 
ly appertain to another trade, This would be a very great adyan- 
tage to young men, that have bur ſtock enough to compaſs one 

rade, and none can in reaſon be againſt it ; fave only ſome 0- 
ergrown Tradeſmen, that have ſtock enough to engroſe many 
radcs. 

5. That all Apprentices who are now in that condition ſhould 
aye their Indentures regiſter'd, that jr might be known what 
rade every one is bound to, and how long they have to ſerve of 
heir time. % | | 
2, And tothe cnd that this good order may continue in the Shop- 


-_ ceping trade, and thar there might be other things thought of for 
eſt . . = 4 
$. $< regulating the ſame,it would be neceſſary that allTrades were in 
ks Fompanies ; of the great conveniency whercof 7 do intend to treat 


tthe latter end of this Book. 

063. Bur if no perſon ſhould be permitred to ſell any commodity 
\ $--* belongeth ro the Shopkeeping Trade, but Shopkeepers only, 
he en whar ſhall the Clothier do with ſuch commodities that he 
"@ (f<iveth in truck for his Cloth. | 

os | 4”. 1t the Clothier be convenienced in ſelling his Cloth, then he 
oy 1llnot be ſo much expos'd to truck it as he was before; but how- 
cr, if he do at any time truck his Cloth for any of the Shop- 
tin- (pers commodities, that then ir ſhould be lawful for him - 
c 
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ſc{l the fame in groſs, and by whoſe ſale, ro thoſe that are « 
the Shopkceping trade, but nor to buy and ſell it as the Shop 
keeper doth. 


tho 

SECT. XV. or 

anc 

Concerning Taylers and others being Sales-men. lers 
ap 


His is another thing that doth add ro the great number ofis 1 
Shopkcepers, which was never wont to be formerly ; for a-Wanc 
prough a Merchant-Tayler is a very ancient Trade; yet, it is ſupWof 


pos'd that either they themſelves did tranſport thoſe garmentiWthe 
that they made, for which reaſon they were call'd Merchants, al 
well as Taylers ; or clſe they fold many Garments together, by} Co! 
whole ſale ro them that did tranſport them ; but not one fſinglWis t 
Garment at a time, as now our fales-men do; for if ſo, thi 
there would have been many of this Trade in Lozdov, long beforftha 


the memory of any man now living ; bur its far otherwiſe, for mFtho 
ny remember when there were no new Garments fold in Loudnf | 
as now there are, only old Garments ai ſecond hand. . the! 

Now this new Trade hath ſpoiled many other Trades, but « gen 
ſpecially the Woollen Draper, and the Mercer, which were of for 
merly ſuch Trades, that the moſt ſufficient men inthe KingdonWthre 
did place their ſons urto ; and the Tayler they have alfo ſpoiled Nat 
which was, and which would be again, a far better trade thai thre 
the Sales-man is now it they were ſuppreſſed ; which is as uncery or f 
rain a trade as any is in the Kingdom ; and there be more tha 
do fail in this trade, than in any other whatſover, that makes al 
men very cautious to truſt them. And the reaſon hereof is; 1. 
cauſe they are obnoxious to looſe not only by old faſhion ſtutis 
but by old faſhion Garments too. 

2. Becauſe many of them ſer up with littke or no Stocks, thi 
they are often forced to ſell for little or no -profit ; nay ſomerime 
to loſs, for ready Money to anſwer their Creditors, O/ 
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O4j. But Garments bought of them are abundantly cheaper 
han thoſe bought at the Shops, and made up by accuſtomed Tay- 
lers, as they are called. 

Sol. This is ſo in appearance only, and not in reality ; for 
thould they work up 490 ſale Garments with as good Cloth, 
or Stuff, as is bought at the Shops, and- put in as good Linings, 
and beſtow as much workmanſhip therein, as the cuſtomed Tay- 
lcrs do, then they could not be cheaper. Bur the reaſon that they 
Jappear ſo cheap,is, becauſe the ſtuff they uſe in the ſale Garments, 
is ſo very fleight, that no body would buy rhe ſame in the Shop ; 
and becauſe the Linings are very ordinary, bcing often taken out 
of old Garments : and farther, they make up that in a day, that 
the cultomed Tayler doth not make up in tour days at the leaſt. 

O54j. 1 know there are ſome that will ſay that they do buy their 
Commodities cheaper than the Shopkeepers do, and therefore it 
W is that they do ſell cheaper. 

Sol. But this is a very great miſtake ; for there are no men 
or that do generally buy their wares worſe than they, and that for 
thoſe reaſons before premiſed. 

Burt admit that they did ſell cheaper (which as I ſay in reality 
they do not.) yer they are a great hinderance to the common and 
gencral good of this Kingdom which thould be chiefly prefered, 
for hereby is loſt a greater conveniency than is gained by ir ; v4. 
S three ſubſtantial Trades for the preferment of the Youth of the 
Nation, for one that js not near fo good, as the meaneſt of the 
three, if this were away. For admit that a Gentleman of four 
or five hundred pounds a year, ſhould fave twenty or thirty Shil- 
all lings a year, by his buying of the Sales: man, (which as I con- 
al ceive, might be the moſt that any ſuch perſon can ſave by it) 

Y yet they cannot be ſo great a benefit to him as is the conveniency 

18 of two ſubſtantial Trades for the prefterment of his younger Chil» 

dren ; ſo that-it will conſiſt with goo reaſon ro ſuppreſs them, fee- 

ny ing they are ſo injurious to the common good ot this Kingdom. * 
p And few of them would be prejudiced by it, becauſe moſt of. them 
4 are 


(38) | 
arc Taylcrs, and ſo they may be ſtill, and others that are no 
ſo, may be permirrcd to take up any other trade that they ca 
manage. 
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Concerning Pedlers, and petty Chapmen. 


Heſe are ſuch that do prcffer wares to ſale by retail cither 
by crying it in Cities and Market Towns, or by offer 
doing it from door to door all about the Countrey, and which 
Sh greatly add to the number of Shopkeepers; tor they carry their 
keops at their backs, and do ſell more that way, than many Shop- 
b epers do in their Shops, which is not only a prejudice unto them, iſ 
ut (if they are ſuffered) will (in time). be the utter ruin of all 
he Citics and Market Towns in Engl.:nd, tor of late there is not 
any commodity to be named, and thar can be any. way ported, 
but that the Pedler doth carry all about the Countrcy ro ſel ; that 
people (after a while) will have little or no occaſion tro come to|Q; 
the Citics and Market Towns for any thing. This alſo was note ; 
wont to be formerly,and ought not ro be now,as will appear if it be pili 
conſidered how much in theſe following particulars, the Shop- 
keepers are beneficial to the Common-wealth of this Kingdom; 
and in how few of theſe the Pedlers are beneficial unto the 
ſame. | 
1. The Shop-kcepers do bear a very great proportion in all the 
Taxes of this Kingdom , whether Parochial or National ; but 
the Pedlers do pay little or no Taxes at all: and if in this great 
Tax that is expe&cd to come. forth this Scſſions.. of Parliament, 
they were to bear no more proportion thereof than the Pedlers, 
it may be queried where it might be ſo cafily gathered, , 
2. The Shopkeepers do bear likewiſe all manner of offices, whe- 
ther Parochial, or National, which are very expenſive unto them ; 
but Ped!zrs bear no offices ar all, 3. The 
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3. The Shop-keepers do pay great Rents for the houſes that 


hey live in, which are more certain Rents to the Gentry than 
heir Lands ; but the Pedlers pay little or no Rent at all, for moſt 
pf them do-lie in Barns. And if the Rents ſhould fall in Cities 
nd Market-Towns in Engl.ind, as they do in moſt places, efpeci- 
ly in the City of London, they are never like to be rais'd again 
Dy Pedlers, | 

4. The Shop-keepers do keep good houſes, and do relieve the 
oor at their doors, ſpending abundance of mcar, and other of 
he Farmers commodities in their families for which they do al- 
'ays pay ready money ; but rhe Pedlers are fo far from being be- 
ehcial to the Common-wealth in this particular, that they are bur- 
henſome unto the ſame ; for they beg the molt parr of their Vic- 
uals, and rhe Countrey people (when the men are in the Ficld, 
nd there hath been none at home, but Women and Children) 
ave been forced to relieve them tor fear of being miſchicted by 
em. 

5. They and their families do wear out abundance of Cloths, 
hich doth promote the trade of the Nation, but it is very little 
dvance of any trade that the Pedlers do make herein, for their 
loths do differ little from Beggars ; and did they wear better, 
et they could not wear out much, becauſe few of them have Fa- 


be ſilies ro do it; | 
PF 6. The Shop-keepers Trade is eſteemed creditable enough, fo 
he he preferment of the beſt mens ſons in the Kingdom, next unto 
he 


he Nobility, bur ſo is not the Pedlers trade ; for ſurely ſufficient 
e would diſdain to have their ſons Pedlers, and to wander a- 


he Your the Countrey like Vagabond Rogues as they do. 
w 7. The Shop-keepers being ſufficient mens ſons, and being ſo- 
. 


fly, and religiouſly educated, they come to have (for the moſt 
art of them) ſuch principles in them, that rhey deteſt to uſe any 
dire& way in their dealings. And if they had not this inward 
tinciple, yet the confideration how Prejudicial any ſuch thing 
© Fould be unto them in their Trades-by reaſon of their fixed ha- 
bitations 
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40 | 
bitations, doth make them to do thar which is right and juſt in 
their dealings. But ncither of theſe can rationally ſway the Ped. 
lers, becauſe their education uſually is very baſe and vile, being 
(for the moſt part of them) wandcrers from their youth, an in- 
ployment that few ſober men do meddle with, ſo that no mat 
knows whether they have any principle of Religion, yea or no 
for it is ſeldom that any of them,are cver ſeen at any Church whar- 
ſoever : and then they being Wanderers, makes them bold to uk: 
any indirect ways in thcir dealing, when they have an oppert 
nity ; for when they have done, and taken their money, away 
they are gone into another Country, and are ſeen no more in that 
lace. 

l And this is the reaſon that they do often ſell one thing ſor 
nother, as Callico for _—_— do ſell that by the yard, that 
is uſually ſold by the el], and do 6fren make leſs than meaſure, ex- 
treamly, cheating the ignorant Country people in the price < 
their commodities by their asking ſometimes three times the pricyſcl 
more than they can aflord them. 

$. And as the Shop-keepers are ſeldom guilty of any indireaJ: 
ways in their dealings ; ſo much leſs are they at any time guilryſſtt 
of any fcllonious actions. Bur this cannot be ſaid of the Pedlersſeo 
who very often arc arraigned at the Bar for breaking open offi 
houſes, or ſuch like things as theſe are, having by reaſon of theiiffel 
ſelling of Wares, acccſs to all mens houſes, and ſo do know thi|i 
weakeſt part of every mans houſe; and it they. are not acorn 
herein themſelves, yer they are able ro inform any other perſonſ} 
who hath a mind ro do it, which (doubtleſs) they do, as hath bees 
acknowledged by ſome that have been arraigned for this thingſPut 
and then' they are the recciycrs of all the ſtollen Goods, both qr 
the Town, and the Country. Sometimes that which is ſtollqÞno 
from Shop keepers in Market Towns upon their Marker, and Faiſfer! 
days when they are buſy-; and ſometimes that which is ſtollqſ!s 
from Country people, when their Linnen is hanged abroad ro drÞcc: 
upon Hedges or other convenient places. - ” 
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I ſhall not inſiſt upon ſhowing wherein it is that they are preju- 
dicial ro the Shop-keepers, for this is obvious to every man alres- 
dy, how they do come into any place where the Shop-keepers {| 
Trade doth lie, and there do take moſt of the ready money of 
their cuſtomers, whilſt Shop-keepers commodities lie by them, and {| 
'har-ſ braid at home. And by this means they ſcll bur little, (unleſs any 
0 ul one do want ro be truſted) for rhey ſeek no further than their Shops 
erty for a trade, depending upon the people that ſhall come unto them, 
xwayſſ that do live within fix or feven miles of the Town where they do 
liye. 

_ I might add many other arguments for the ſuppreſſing of them, 
{or were nut theſe (alrcady mentioned) ſufficient. 

thaſh 04). Bur many will fay thar they do ſell cheaper than the Shop- 
e. exkeepers will, becauſe either they do buy their commodities 
ce ofichcaper, or elſe they do ſteal the cuſtoms, and ſo may afford them 
pric cheaper. | 
Anſ. This is impoſlible, except they be ſuch commodities thar 
Whave been ſtoilen; for no man reaſonably can apprehend, but that 
Wihc Merchants will ſell as cheap to the Shop-keepers as they will 
0 the Pedlers; becauſe it at any time they do want their money, 
ey do know where to find the Shop-keeper, both him and his 
Mllate; bur ſo they do not the wandring Pedler, neither him nor 
Wis cſtate. And then I ſuppoſe rheir 1tcaling of cuſtom will be 
o argument for their toleration. | | 

Now if the Shop-keepers do buy as cheap, then they will ſell 
ceſs cheap as they ; and there is no Shop-keeper wharſoever, bur 
ingÞut will fell any ſuch commodity that the Pcdlers do ſell, for a 
eny in the ſhilling or two ſhillings in the pound profit for ready 
Fnoney ; and if they do ſell for leſs profit, it can hardly be dif- 
erned by the buyer : And if they ſhall fell their commodities for 
W's than it coſt them, this can be no argument for their toleration ; 
Pccauſe hereby they may impoveriſh thoſe perſons that they do 
Kal with, 2s already they have, and ſuch that have been reputed 
I ſhip be with 200co 4 
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O43. Pur ſhould they be ſuppreſſed, what ſhall ſo many thou 
ſands of them do for a livclihood ? 

Fol. That for thoſe that are Scotch mcn, it doth little concern 
us, they being people ot another Countrey : And for thoſe that 
arc Ergliſh-men, there are few of them but were Labourers before 
they were Pedlers, and fo they may be again, ſhould they be ſup 
preſſed. There are rwo more objections which I refer with their 
anſwers to the next Sect, | 

As touching the way whereby to ſuppreſs theſe ſort of men, ] 
deem there nced no other than the Law that is alrcady in force 
only it would add more ſtrength to the Law, if the Statute of the 
39th of the jate Queen £473. were interpreted by the Parliament, 
ro be mcan of all perſons whatſocver that ſhould cither cry the 
ſelling any wares in any City or Market-Town, except victuals or 
ly, or that ſhall wander abour the Countrey, offering their. warez 
to ſcll at the ſeveral places where they ſhall come. 
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SECT. XVI. x 

Concerning petty Shop Zeepers Living zn Country Villages. . 

His is another thing that (as wcll as Pedlers) doth grea » 

ly increaſe and add to the number of Shop-keepers,and dot: 
Iikewiſc contribute towards the ruining cf the Citics and Market | 
Towns in Eng/22d, and which was never wont to be formerly, 
for now in every Country-Village where is (it may be) nor abox : 


ren houſes, there is a Shop-keeper, and one that never ſerved an! 
Apprenticcſhip ro any Shop keeping Trade whatſoever ; and mn 


' ny of thoſe are not ſuch, that do deal only in pins or ſuch ſmal 

; wares, but ſuch that deal in. as many ſubſtantial commodities a 
any do that live in Cities and Market-Tows, who have not leſs th 
ico /. worth of Goods in their Shops, for which they pay 16 he 


one farthing of any Tax at all cither Parochial or National, . 
er 


— 
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Certainly all men muſt needs apprehend, that if this, and Ped- 
ſcrs be ſuffered, that Cities and Market- Towns muſt needs be im- 
poveriſhed, becauſe then there will be little occaſion (1 fay) ro 
bring the Countrey people ro them, the which hath happen'd in a 
very great mcaſure ajready ; tor in ſome places there is nor a fifth 
parr of the money taken by the Shop keepers as was formerly, and 
in many places not half, and in tome particular trades there is (as 
may be made appear) 250co /. flock made uſe of leſs than there 
was herctofore. And there arc theſe ſeveral! reaſons following, 
why it is neceſiary that Markcet-Towns and Cities ſhould be cn- 
couraged and upheld in their trades. 

1. Becauſe the people that do live in Cities and Market-Towns, 
do depend wholly upon a trade tor the maintenance both of them- 


how 
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>forc 
ſup 
their 


cn, | 
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nent, 


1 - ſelves and their families: And if their trade be taken from them 
= by ſuch waics as theſe arc, they will be at a very great loſs ro know 


yhat to do, becaule they were never bred to any thing elſe ; yer ſo 
it is not with thoſe that deal in Villages, who. have been bred in 
ome other way. And they have, or may have ſome other. way 
| living beſides the Shop-keeping rradc. 

2. Becauſe if Citics and Market-Towns be impoveriſhed, then 
he general part of the people of this Kingdom will loſe that ne- 
eſſary conveniency before-mentioned for the preferment of their 
hildren. And this is one reaſon that when many Parents have 
Ween at great charge in placing forth their children to trades in 
Itics and Market-Towns, and the children have faithfully ferved 


w_ but their ſu}l time, that after all, they are bur lircle the better: for 
" Fi !, becauſe Pedlers, and Shop-keepers in-Villages, ſuch that never 


Ferved any Apprenticeſhip to any Shop-keeping trade, da inter- 
ept a very great part of the trade from comiug ro them. 
3. This will be a great means to depopulate not only the Citics 
Sod Market Towns, but alſo the whole Kingdom ; for when men 
n find little or no incouragement in their trades, then they will 
w_ deavour to tranſplant themſelves into other Countries, where 
tey-may have betrer incouragement, by which means we: ſhall 
; Cet GW 2 loſc 
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loſe our people; whereas (in the opinion of many wiſe men) we 
do already want more pcople in Erghind than now we have: 
rhere being very great numbers that have gone, not only into our 
own Plantations, but into Ho!/2nd, and ſetled there. 

4. If Cities and Market-Towns be impoveriſhed and depopula- 
red, then there will not be raiſed out of them that proportion f 
al! manner of Taxes as now there is; ſo that the burthen hereof 
will be the heavier upon lands and revenucs in the Countrey. And 
it will be a very great diminution of all thoſe ſtanding raxes, that 
the Cirics and Market-Towns do bcar the only, or ar leaſt the 
grcateſt proportion, as they do in the exciſe of Pecr and Ale, for 
little is gathered any where elſe: And the Farmers of the Exciſe 
are alwaics ſcnſible of the ebbing and flow ing of trade, whoſe 


Exciſe doth cbb and flow accordingly. And then if Citics and 

 Market-Towns grow poor, the Chimney-money will never increaſ 

thereby. 'The gatherers of this Tax are able to give an account 

what multicudes of Paupers are exempted by certificates in Cities 
and Market-Towns in Eng/1nd; and yet notwithſtanding there beſſj © 
many do pay, who had need alſo be exempted. t 

5. If Cities and Market-Towns be impoveriſhed, and depopu- 
hred of their wealthy and rich inhabitants for want of trade, th © 
great and numerous poor that are in moſt of them will want to *© 
be relieved, which is a burthen that doth lie very heavy uponſſf ®! 
them already ; for in ſome Market-Towns there are many thart ar "i 
not worth much above a hundred pound ſtock, which do nor pay *| 
leſs than ten ſhillings a year towards the relief of the poor ; whiciſ 7« 
i$ ſuch a burthen, that it it lay upon the Countrey Farmer, it would '% 
much: wcaken him in the paying of his rent. Now it the poct ” 
nc 


ſhould nor be relieved, what can be expected, bur that ſwarms« 
chem would go into the Country for relief, as already they do i 
many piaces ? And when the ruder ſort cannot ger enough by bell Vt 
ging, they will by pilfering and ſtealing. So that the conſiders 
ion of theſe poor, and the many younger Brothers that will! 
out of any way of living, with the like contingencies, will yo ar! 


niſter juſt occaſion to any wiſe and intelligent perſon, eaſily to pre- 
ſage the misfortunes and miſcries that will hereupon neceſlarily 


_ cnlue throughout this Kingdom. 

6. It Cities and Market-Towns be impoveriſhed and depopula- 
ala & ted for want of a trade, then what will the Countrey-man do to: 
| of Þ have money for all his commodities, as kis Putter, his Cheeſe, his 
-eofÞ Cartel, his Wooll, his Corn, and his Fruit? the Shop-keepers in the 


andÞ Countrey Villages will yield bur little help in this caſe, and the 
Pedlers much leſs. Ir is manifeſt, thar the people living in Cities 
theÞ and Market-Towns, conſume all theſe commoditics of the Farmers, 

and do help them to ready money for the ſame; by which means 
cif they have wherewith to pay their rent, and ſerve their other occa- 
of Þ ſions; and it is impoſſible tor them ro ſubſiſt bur by this way, So 
that in all reaſon this kindneſs ought to be reciprocal, and when ir 
iso, it is the better for both; for it cannot be ſuppoſed that trades- 
men in Cities and Market-Towns ſhould ever hold our, to buy the 
Farmers commodities, and help them conſtantly tro money for 
« be them, if they ſhould alwaies go home, and lay our little or-no part 
thcreof again with them. 

7. If Cities and Market-Towns be impoveriſhed and depopula- 
red for want of Trade, the Kingdom may then be obnoxious ro 
its cnemics upon all occaſions: tor theſe uſe ro be the fence&'and 
bulwarks of a Countrey, inſomuch that in ſome other Countries 
© they are ſo far from admitting, of. Trades-men to live in Villages, 
| that their Gentry do not live there, but in the great Cities and 
hid Lowns; by which means they have greater Towns than we gene- 
rally have; and-moſt of their 'Towns are walled, and ſo are not 
J only able to reſiſt an enemy, bur alſo upon all occaſions to ſuccour 
and ſave thoſe that ſhall fly unto them. | 

Furthermore, the Kings of England have been alwaics furniſhed 
with men for their Wars out of the Cities and Market-Towns of 
der this Kingdom ; and the greater trade there is in any place, the 
more people commonly there are in that place : Therefore it con- 
cerns this Kingdom to haye Trade promoted and encouraged in.Ci- 

| ries 


ies and Market-Towns, that ſo we might haye people enough at 
all times. to reliſt an cnemy that ſhall oppoſe us. Beſides, poor 
and beggerly Cirtics and Market-Towns are a very great diſparage- 
ment to a Country, bur the contrary is a great honour: Fcr what 
more gracctul to a Kingdom than che many rich and wealthy Cities 
and Towns therein ? for this reaſon, as well as for all thoſe alrcad y 
mentioned, a!l perſons that are of publick ſpirits, ſhould do all 
they can to advance them, by encouraging of their trade ; and no 
one way can do it more effecually, than ro ſuppreſs thoſe that dy 
take their Trades from them. | 4 

I might add here alſo, that many of the houfes in Cities and 
Market Towns do belong to many Gentry, and therefore they 
ſhould be concerned tor the encouragement of Trade therein, be- 
cauſe thereby they will advance their own revenue. Burt this par- 
ticular I have mentioned already under another head. 

Oz). Bur thcſe and Pedlers are a very great .conveniency to the 
Countrey people, who have the opportunity of buying their com- 
modi:icsat home. _ | 

An. 1. Ii any perſon is ſo in love with this conveniency that 
he is unwilling to part with it, then it is pity that the ſaid pcrſon 
had any other way bur this tor the vending both of his own, and 
Tennants Country Commo. ities. | 

2, There are very icw of the Gentry in this Kingdom, bur who 
have Horſes and Servants, and ſo can ſend to a Market Town at 
any time, for any thing that they ſhall want; and for others there 
arc few in England (eſpecially within $0 or 100 -Miles of Low- 
Aon) but they may cither go or ſend 'thither two or three times 
in a Weck. Formerly people had not this conveniency, and yer 
then they did well cnough ; tor if they do not depend upon 
the having of any ſmall thing at home, they will be ſure to re- 
member, to have all that they wanr, when they cirher go or ſend 
toa Town. 

EF - However, if there be any ſuch place, that is ſo remote from a 
23S Town, --thar they- cannot fend to ir, without too much 'trouble, 
| there 


AX ww = CY ow wal oo O-O:ob am == A = oooo£s FIEY 


(47) 
oor || there a Shop-keeper may be allowed to ſet up, alwaies provided 
ge- fff that he hath a certificate of his freedom of ſome Shop keeping 
hat | Trade ; and that the place where he ſhall ſer up in, be eight . 
ties | mcaſured Miles from any Market Town, which is hardly fix by 
2d y | computation. 
all O53. 2, Bur theſe and Pedlers do occaſion more Wares to be ſold, 
| no Þ than otherwiſe there would be. 
:do | So/. It theſe and Pedlers be ſuppreſſed, then the people in the 
| Countrey will frequent the Towns more, which will encourage the 
and I Shop-keepers to be better furniſhed than now they dare ro be ; 
hey Þ| and doubtleſs they will be as ingenious and as dexterous (though 
be- ÞÞ perhaps not ſo impudent) as the Pedlers ro put off their Com- 
par- | moditics ; and people when they are in Town, will be apt ro buy 
more than now they do, that they may nor want when they have 
the I occaſion. ; and fo by this means abundance of Wares may be u- | 
om- ||| {cd more, becauſe having thereof by them, they will be apr ro |} 
ſpend the more ; ſo that there will be little in this; beſides, admir 
chat I that theſe and Pedlers do promote the ſale of ſome ſmall trifles, 
rſon © vet they hinder the ſale of thoſe Commodities, that do more con- 
and Ncern the publick good and intereſt ; for if they be ſuppreſt, then 
people would frequent the Towns more, which will occaſion more 
who I of Beer, and Ale, and Wine tobe ſpent than now there is, which 
1 ar vill advance both the King's Cuſtoms, and his Exciſe. Ty 
here | O47. 3. However ſome may ſay, it may be neceſſary for people 
L,on- in the Countrey to ſell ſome ſmall things, as pins, and the like. 
mes | 407. Thar under this preter:e2 many will ſel] all other things, as 
| yer Fiath been already ſhewed ; and if men were of ſuch -publick fpi- 
zpon fits to endeavour to: promote the. trade of Citics and Market- 
) re- [Towns indeed, then it would be neceſiary that there were no trades 
ſend permitted out of them, but ſuch only that the Countrey cannot 
be without; ſuch as a Black-ſmith, a Plow-wright, an ordinary Car- 
Im 2 fſpenter, and Maſon, a Cobler, and a botching Taylor, fir only to 
uble, ſlmcnd and make the childrens clothes + Neither would it be ne- 
here ſſcclary that any Ale-houſes in the Countrey be allowed to ſell any 
Wine, | 
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Wine, or that they have any Bowling-green, or any thing elſe that 
might-hinder the Gentry from coming to Market-Towns. 

And as Shop-keepers in Villages, are a very great injury to Mar- 
ket-Towns, in the Countrey, even ſo arc they to the City of Zon- 
don, that have (ſince the fire) ſer up in Convent-Garden,, and cn 

_ thar ſide of the City ; by which mcans many of the houſes and 
Shops, are not tennanted, ard thoſe which are, the Rents of them 
are excecdingly fallen ; and all this is tor want of the Trade that 
they had formerly. | 

Now conſidering what a renowned City that is, both for go- 
vernment, for Trade, and for ſtately Editices, rhat its thought, 
there is not the like in the whole World ; and conſidering the great 
charge that they have been ar in the rebuilding of ir, it is very re- 
qQuiſite that they ſhould be encouraged as much as may be,and that 
their Trade ſhould not be taken away by ſuch ways and means as 
theſe arc. Now there are ſomeTrades whoſe Commodities are ſuch, 
that it would be very little more trouble for any one to go into 
the City to buy them, than to go to Convent-Garden, ſuch as 
Wollen, or Linnen Cloth, Stuffs, or Hangings for Rooms, or Plate, 
or the like ; if then all ſuch Trades, were prohibited from ſetting 
_ up on that ſide of the City, it would preſently fill their Shops and 
Houſes with people, and their City with trade, I had thought ro 
have treated here, how the Shopkeepers are inconvenienced to 
get in their ſmall debts, which cannot be done any way withoutF' 
putting the people concerned ro three times more charges than 
the debt is, which is likewiſe a great hinderance to the poor, 3 
well as unto them ; bur this I ſhall omit, this book being already 
ſwollen much bigger than I did at firſt intend, 
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= EECT. XVII. 

Mar. 

bs Some things ſuggeſted that might be for the improveme);! 

1 cn of Trade. WE G02) 14:3 
and | | 2 26H (9301 
hem IJ T is che cuſtom of all-Countreys to endeayour the improving 
that of that which ſcemeta molt nearly and chiefly to concern them; 


ind other things that are morc remote, nor to be ſoliWus for ; 
- go- ſſſÞ{nd therefore the Dutch do endeayour the promotion of Frade, 
1ghr, por that is their ncareſt and chiefeſt concern; and/we do'chicf] ' eft- 
rreat (cayour the improvement of rents and revenues, becauſe this we 
y re- pprehend is our neareſt and chiefeſt concern. Trade ſeemeth to 
"that ſs to be more remote, although, as I humbly conceive, if it be 
ns as ſpightly conſidered, that the way to improve rents 'and* revenyes, 
ſuch, Þs firit ro improve trade ; becauſe the improvement hereof is the 
into ſatural product of a' good and flouriſhing trade.” As for example,” 
-h asf there happen to be a tux of rain fo fill all'the littfe/rive ets-and 
Plate, Wikes, they do naturally canſe the greater river to- riſe by their 
ettingſWoving into it ; and the greater confluence of waters thete: is. in 
s andy of rhefe rivulcts, ' the higher 'will be the tide-of the greater” 
phe to Ter, - Now #t is the fame between trade and® revenues: ; "tor if 
ed rofſitere be any flux of 'rrade, thar the trades-men theteby 'hive a 
ithoutFlenty, ir preſently advancerh all the Farmers: commodities, and- 
- thanſſÞ conſequently rents and revenues tco; which atenot-onl lands 
or, Þ the Countrey, but houſes and ſhops in Cities and Mirket- owns; 
Iready"d the freer current there is of trading, the higher will be the 
ic of rents a1d revenues. And fo on the contrary, if the Far- 

cr be obſtructed, the latter will be impeded and hindred. So 

at all perſons arc _concerned_to_cndeayour_the promotion of 

ade, And for a farther incitement hereunto, conſider that the 

«tch already have gotten into a trade with all the world, and the 

'©2:h King doth lay about him amain for his people to get into 

E C Trade too; and theretore it doth _— concern us to = the 
| ame ; 
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ſime ; eſpecially ſeeing that (as all Writers upon this ſubject dy 
lay) England hath as many conveniencies: for trade as moſt places 


In the World, and the people are as induſtrious, only there want 


laws to ſer their trade right, and afterwards to keep it in a righ: 
and good order : for if a watch be never ſo exquiſitely and elabs. 
rately framed, yet if there be not a hand to ſet it right, and af 
terwards to keep. it ſo, it will quickly prove taulty, even as it j 
with trade at this time. . 

Now to the end that trade might be promoted in this Kingdom, 
and that it may be regulated and fet in ſuch order, that it might 
run in its right current, and that we might be able to balance 
either the Dutch os French herein ; I ſhall humbly ſuggeſt thek 
yes neceſiary particulars, that in all probability will cfie& the 

me. 

I. If there were a counſel for trade made up of ſome eminent 
trades men of the Cicy of London, mixt with ſome of the Cour 
rey, and ſome eminent Clothiers, who might conſider what might 


be neceſſary for the promotion of trade,. and for the right ſctling 


thereof, and who might ſuggeſt the ſame to the Parliament whe 
they do meet, that ſo they may have the leſs to do herein ; fo 
the whole ſiructure. of trade is. very much out of frame ar prc 
fent, which would require much time tc ſet it righr again ; an 
the Parliament do ſeldom ſit aboye two or three months or the 

abours at a time, and then they have ſuch a throng of other | 

neſs obtruding.them, that they have little or no leifure to mind i} 


CQncerns of  tradg. 


jr) 


t do 

laces S EC. ITE 

righ Concerning all Trades being in Companies. 
labo- 


4 aff 2. JF all thoſe of a Trade were, of one and the ſame Company, 
ir and had power to make ſome by-laws for the good of their 
Trade, it would extremely conduce not only to the promotion of 
dom the ſame, bur to the keeping of it. in a right and good order, pre- 
might ſcrving (ar leaſt) a remperamentum ad juſtitiam, if not ad pondus 
lancelſ8 i our trades and negotiations. | 
thelſh And doubtleſs a6 origine it was ſo in London, as appenrs by 
& thelf the ſeveral denominations of their ſeveral Companies ; the defect 
whereof, I judge, is the reaſon that the trade of that City is de- 
rincn}f clining, and grown ſo conſumprive, and (unleſs ſuitable and timely 
Coun means be uſed in order to its recovery) will certainly and fuddet- 
migh}] !y <xpire : For it none were of a Company but thoſe only that 
lin vere of the ſame trade, they would be frequently whetting one 
W another to do ſomething that might be for the advancement there» 
of; and every one would refrain the doing of any thing that 
might give a wound to the ſame, for tear of being reprehended by 
\nM tbe Company. | | 
| But now if any perſons trade do difier from the trade of his 
6 Company, of which he is ftee, he doth then mind bur little the 
trade of that Company, becauſe he hath a ſmall benefit by it ; bur 
if his trade be the ſame with the Company of which he is free, 
then he is very often mindful of what may be neceſſary to pro- 
mote the ſame, becauſe he doth expect a b-nefit by ir. 


Now (I conccive ) this might cafily be reduced towhat it was / 


rſt ; for it would be no prejudice to any of the Companies, for 
——ſcvycry one to have the liberty ro come into thatdCompany tha: hi 
trade is of, and to be in the ſame ſtate and degree therein, as he 
was in, in that Company that he came our of, without paying an 
E C1 thing more for it ; becauſe, as they —_ hereby loſe ſome of their 
2 mem- 


I GI —— 


: 
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members out of cycry Company, ſo will there be received ſome 
more into them. | 

O43. Now there arc two Companies in London, viz. the Gird- 
lers and Fletchers, that the tradcs thereof arc cuite loſt and gone, 
there being none of cither of them; and it this device ſhould 
take place, the rents belonging to thoſe two Ralls will. be lolt, be- 
cauſe there wil! be no body to look after them. | 

$61. Fhar the Linnen-Drapers have no Hall, and is no Con 
pany, which now is the moſt flouriſhing trade of rhe-City ; there 
fore it would be very convenient to joyn theſe two Halls together, 
and ro make them belong to the Linnen Drapers Company. 

And then to the cnd that this order might continue, it would be 
neceſſary that no perſon be ſuffered ro ſer up the Trade of any 
particular Company, unleſs he be firſt made free of the ſame. 

'- O43. Bur if this be ſo, then the priviledg of the City will b: 
loſt ; which is, that he thar is.frce of any trade; may ſet up any 
other whatſocver, that he can beſt live upon. 

Sol. My meaning is, that he that hath been Apprentice to 
working Tradc, ſhould not have the priviledg of ſetting up the 
Shopkeeping Trade, and thar for the reaſons that have been already 
given: Yet I deny not but that it might be convenient enough for 
any Shopkceper (that is only of buying and ſelling) to have that 
priviledg to leave his own Trade, and to take up another Shop- 
Keeping Trade, thar he may live betteg upon. But then it would 
be neceſſary that he ſhould be enjoyncd to leave his own Trade 
altogether, and to quit his freedom of his Company, and that 
within a ccrtain time, that may be thought convenient ; and that 
ke be alſo further enjoyned to take his Freedom of that Company 
as the Trade is of that he intends to fer up, and that within ſuch 
a convenient time. | 

And as this being in Companies, is neceſſary for Shopkeepers,Þ 
and all other Trades, even ſo it is for Merchants too, that all they 
that dotrafigque to any particularCountry, which ſhould exceeding: 
ly encourage all Forreign trade ; for there wou!d'be then —_— 

Oradct 


«of 
order inthe Trade of every particuiar Countrey, that men would, 
gain thereby, whereas now it doth: too often happen, that they 
do looſe. 

1 know there are very wiſe men, that ace very much againſt Mer- 
chants being in Companies, bat I cannot find that any Merchan- 
dizing Trade is managed ſo well, as thoſe that are managed by 
Companies; and this appeareth by the Dutch, who do trade al- 
together in Companies, and. who is it that hath ſuch ſucceſs in 
Trade as they have ; likewiſe our Hamborough trade was never 
carried on betrer, than when they were in a Company, and it was 
then berter for Clothicrs roo, then cyer it hath been ſince : and 
[ cannot but believe thar if the- Fiſhing trade, thar is ſo advanta- 
zcous to the Dntch, were committed to a Company, it would in a 
jhort time turn to a very good account. 

But I ſuppoſe that the reaſon that many are againſt Merchants 
being in Companies, is becauſe hereby many men would be bar- 
red trom adventring to any Countrey, unleſs they were free of 
that ſame particu'ar Company. Now to.help this, it would be 
nccellary that any one ſhould haye the liberty. tro be of any 
Company of Merchants that he hath a mind unto, always pro- 
vided that every ſuch perſon do engage ro ſubmir to the Laws 
and Orders of the ſaid Company; and if it be ſo, it can be no 
prejudice to any man, for he that hath an eſtate enough, may 
be free ok many Companics, and ſo may adventure into many 
Countreys. 

O4j. Bur now every particular trade, cannot be a particular 
.ompany in few other places bur in London, by reaſon of the 
aucity of the Traders there. | 

Bur yet nevertheleſs, they may be in Companies in the Coun- 
ey Towns, for there may be many «Trades that may conveni- 
ntly be of one Company ; as all theſe Shopkeeping trades, viz. 


yW hc Woollen and Linnen Draper, the Mercer, the Milliner, the 


pothecary, the Grocer, the Chandler, the Ironmonger, and the 
00k-ſelter ; even ſo many Shop-keeping working Trades may = 
OT. 


of another Company, and many other working Trades, that are 


not Shopkeeping Trades may be of another, and thoſe that em- 
ploy the poor, may be a diſtin company likewile. 

Now it wouid be nceeſfary alfo, that theſe Companies in Mar- 
ket Towns, fſhould have the ſame priviledges, as they haye in the 
City of London; that is to ſay, that they might chooſe their own 
officers, and have power to mcke by-Laws, for the benefit of 
their trades, and bind Apprentices, and make them free, and to 
give them a Certificate ot their freedome, without which no per- 
ſon ſhould fer up any Shop keeping Trade in any place whatſo- 
ever. Neither would it be fit for any one to manage two Shop- 
keeping trades, that is to ſay, ſuch that either have bcen diſtin& 
trades of themfelves, by the cuſtom of the place, or that may 
be made ſo by agreement of the Shopkeepers of any place ; tor 
as 1 have ſaid, it would be much tor the benefit of the Shopkeep- 
ing Trades, that they zre diſtinguithed as much as may be. Net 
ther ſhoald any perſon be admitted to manage any crther Trade 
bur his own, unſcſs he doth leave the ſame alrogcrher within ſome 
convenient time-after he hath fer up another ; and in default here- 
of he thould be liable to a penalty. And then it would be expe 
dient, that that irrational cuftom of Corporations be taken away, 
viz. Thar no one ſhould ſer up a Trade in any place, but there 
only where the party was Apprentice, I can ſce no reaſon for this} 
cuſtom in any place but Zondon only; tor. why ſhould any man thay: 
hath ſerved his ime to a trade, be barred from ſetting up in ano 
ther place, if he can have a betrcr livlikood there, than he cant 
where he ſerved his time or; if a young man ſhall be offercd 
a Shop, and a Wite in another place ; why ſnould he be barred off 3 
ſuch an opportunity, that is ſo much for his preferment. t 

Therefore it would be neccflary, that he that hath ſerved anf© 
Apprentiſhip in any one place, might have the liberry to ſer up in 
any other wharſocver ; always provided that he hath a Certit: 
cate of his freedome, and that he is not likely to be chargeablegu 
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- SECT. XX 


Concerning the great conveniences that Markets would be to the 
IWoollen Manufafurer and others, 


3. Þf there were weekly Markers appointed in convenicnt places 

of this Kingdom, for all the manifactures thereof to be fold, 
it would extremely help our trade, and be a very great benefit 
both ro the Sellers, and alſo ro the buyers. 

For by this means, the Sellers, ſo ſoon as rhey have made their 
manufactures, would have preſently a Market to go to, where they 
may meet with variety of Chapmen ; and if the Marker do nor 
ſerve one day, it will be no great charge for them ro go home, and 
ro come another ; when it may be their wares might go off ber- 
ter, and then. all the reſt of their time, they are at home looking, 
after their affairs; whercas now, they arc forced to ſpend a con- 
liderable part of their time, in running up and down the Countrey 
" ſell them Wares, whilſt their buſineſs doth go backwards at 

ome. 

And as it will be convenicnt-to the Sellers, even fo it will be to 
the Buyers too, who by this means will have the opportunity: of 
the choife of goods, and of furniſhing themſelves with all the aſ- 
fcrtments of ſuch commodiaies as are ſold at that Market, which 
they could ncver be ſupplied with by the Hawkers: 

Now one great reaſon, why ſo many manutaCturers do run all 
about the Countrey, hawking of their Commoditics, is becauſe 


they have had hardly any cther conveniency but this to fell them; | 


except it beat Fairs, which (as it may be ſuppolſcd) are nor ſo con- 
ventent as Markets; and that for theſe following reaſons. 
1, Becauſe that after the Manufacturers have carried their Com- 


_ uodities a great way to a Fair, they have only one ſingle Marker 


thereof ; of which they being very 
for this Fair, and confidering far- 
ther, 


to depend upon for the _ 
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ber, that it will not be very ſoon, that they ſhall have the oppor. 
tunity of another. and that it wiil be a charge te carry their Wares 
home, and bring rtlicm again the next enſuing Fair ; they arc there 
fore yery ſolicitous and carneſt ro put off their Commoditics by 
trucking rhem tor things that they know not what to do with ; 
and this is the reaſon Iikewiſe, that the Clothiers do ſo much run 
into the Shop-keeping trade as now they ao, and is the cauſe of 
ruining both t::1c Trace 0i the Countrey, and more cſpccially of 
the City of Z o7:don. 

2, Becauſe thcre b:ing ſo ſar a diſtance of time between the. 
Lairs, that the poor ManujaCturer his Stock will not keep on his 
Trade ſo long, which doth put him upon the borrowing ot Money, 
which he promiling to pay again at the Fair, is many times forced 
ro {c}l his Commoaitics for ready Money to a very great loſs. 

Now a Markct cycry weck will remedy this, becauſe when this 
Poor man hath made as far as his Stock will go, there is a Market 
ready for him preſcniiy to $0 to, io that by this means,he may {cl 
dom have occalion io borrow Money to drive on his Trade,” : 

Now concerning the places, that might be moſt convenient for 
theſe Markets, it would be necectfary, that whereſover any Com 
modity is made,that there ſhould be a Market for the ſame, z::z.at 
Meer ior '] icks, at Sherborne for Buttons, at Tuuntcn: and Exe: 
ter for Scrges, and Mancheſter jor Dimithys and Fuſtions, i and 0- 
ther Commodities made there ; at- Norw:ch tor their Stuffs, and 
likewiſe art all Sea-ports, where any of our Manufacture is ſhipt 
off; as at Briſtol, Southampton, Hull, and Newcaſt!e,. and the 
like ; London will be a Marker ſuſticient tor all places within threes 
ſcore Milcs of it. 

And then when once theſe Markets arc ſctled in the ſeveral and 
reſpeQive places, it would be neceſſary that no perſon or perſons 
whartſocycr, have any liberty, cither to buy or.ſell any ſuch .Com- 
modities, that arc uſually bought and fold by Shop keepers, but 
cither at the Market-place appointed in the ſeveral Ciries. and 
Towns,or at his or their own dwelling houſe,& he that ſhould cither 
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buy or ſell any ſuch commodities that ſhould be proffered, (unleſs 
it be in one of the aforeſaid places,) they ſhould be liable to a pe- 
nalty. 

Oki. But ſhould the Silk-weavers, and all others, be enjoyncd to 
ſell their wares at a Market, it may be prejudicial to the whole-ſale- 
trade in London ; becauſe many Countrey Chapmen may buy ar 
theſe Markets. | | 

Sol. That they have already in Zondon a by-law, that all wares 
are forfeited that are forreign bought, and forreign ſold, and none 
but Free-men are allowed to buy at Bluckwell-H21l; and ſoit may 
be at thefe Markets : And for the benefir of the City, it may be 
more ſtri&, viz. That it ſhould be unlawful for any Free-man to 
allow any other ro buy at theſe Markets in his name, 


— _ — 


SECT. XXI. | 
Concerning the making of Linnen-Cloth. 


Nv all men do look upon this to be one of the beſt deſigns 
that ever was in Zng/and, becauſe hereby our 'Poor will be 
employed, our Land will be improved, and many thouſands of . 
pounds will be faved from going out of the Kingdom for this 
commodity. 

Concerning the place that would be moſt conyenicnt for the 
etling of this Trade; it ſhould not be any where within ſixty 
tiles of London, eſpecially all along by the river of Thames ; for, 
all the land in this diſtance doth bring forth little enough to ſup- 
fly that City with Corn and other Proviſion : And beſides, all theſe 
laces would be moſt conyenient for the clothing-trade, as appears 
dy thoſe reaſons before given ; neither would any of the Weſt 
ountrey be conyenient for it, becauſe there they have a manu- 
ure thar is ſufficient to employ them already. 

Therefore, as I conceive, that the only place for this —_ 

: would 
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wou!d be in the Northern parts of England, eſpecially if the Iriþþ 
AQ be repcaled ; and that tor theſe reaſons. 

I. Bccauſe thuſc lands that are now uſcd for the breeding of 
cattc], may then bc ufcd for the ſowing of Hemp and Flax, which 
doubtleſs in a very ſhort time will be as great an improyement unto 
them, as the breeding of cartel can be. 

>. Bcca2ulc there the Poor do work at very Tow rates, which 
111 make the Linnen to be the cheaper, and therefore the more 
ſikcly for ihe trade to take effect. 

3. Bccauſe hereby our Shipping will be employed in the ſame 
manner as it is now, from Mor/lozx and St. Malo; for Hull and 
Newcaſtle will bg both convenicat Mazkets for the commodity, 
and convenient Ports too, from whence it may be ſhipr off ſor 
London, and other places, 

. Now for the cficting of this trade in Eng/1nd, it would-be ne- 
ceſlary that the Farmer who doth ſow the Hemp and Flax, ſhould 
hackle it, and get all the fubs cur of it before he offereth it to 
ſale. 

2. When he hath ſo done, that then he bring it to a Market to 
ſell as. Wool, or as any other thing is ſold, | 

3- That there be Linſters or Linneners. in the Cities and Mar. 
ket-Towns in thoſe parts, that ſhould be encouraged, who might 
buy this Hemp and Hax of the Farmer, and cauſe it aſterwards to 
be dreſt, and ſpun, and woven, and whiten'd, and made fit for tht 
Market. And it would be neceſiary that the thread-be whitened 
Before it is made into Cloth, which will hereby the more reſemble 
French Lockeram and Dowlas, and wil! be much the fironge: 
Cloth. 

And the way. to encourage the people to adventure upon this 
trade, would be to ſecure them irom being loſers by it ; for thok 
that are moſt likely to do good upon this trade, mult-be ſuch that 
are ſtirring men, and that have ſome ſmall ſtock of their own; 
which being all that they have to depend upon, are unwillins 
ta hazard.it in a publick concern; and therc is no reaſon that = 
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ſhould, eſpecially becauſe its ſeldom but that he is a great loſer 
who doth firſt adventure upon any new project. Now this is the 
way that the Dutch do take in any ſuch deſign, and it muſt be the 
way that we mult take ro, it ever we intend to-effe&t any rhing of 
this nature in Engl.ind, as is plain in that there have been bur lit- 
tic or n0 _ made herein, though ir be near fiftcen years ago 
ſince the Parliament made a law ro encourage it. 

O65. Bar it thoſe that do undertake this buſineſs be ſecured 
from loſing, then the Countrey may be cheated; for they may pre- 
tcnd to be loſers when they arc not. 

Sl. It muſt be expected that in the obtaining of ſuch a trade 
as this is, there mult be ſome inconveniences diſpenſed with at 
firſt, which will be better born by a publick than by a private ſtock ; 
and then this inconveniency may not be for any long continuance, 
bur only until ſuch time that the people have learned the way, 
and are a little acquainted with the ſame. I ſhall not ſuggeſt any 
thing how this ſtock may be raiſed for the ſecuring of thoſe per- 
ſons, becauſe that may be eafily done in the ſeveral and particular 
Counties where this manufacture ſhall be made. ES 

4. That it would be neceſſary that there be a Dame in every 
Pariſh (as was before ſuggeſted) ro teach the Poor to ſpin this Lin- 
nen. | | 

5. That when once this Linnen-trade hath took effect, it would 
be neceſſary that we do lay as high an Impoſt upon all French Lin- 
nens, as they have laid upon all our Woollen manufacture. 
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SECT. XXII 


What Statutes in force may be injurious to Trade, and 
| Trades men. 


Here are ſeveral Statutes in force that are injurious to trade, 
bur eſpecially thar for the ſubſidy of Aulneage, as will ap- 
pear, it any one do conſider, 

1. The excecding greatneſs of the forfeiture, which for not 
paying of two pence fora Seal, there may be loſt a piece of Cloth 
worth fifteen Pounds. . 

2, That notwithſtanding the greatneſs of this forfeiture, yet 
Trades men are continually obnoxious hereunto ; it being nor poſſi- 
ble ro avoid it; for ſometimes the Scal will rub off in carriage, 
which being found, hath coſt ſome men dear ; fometimes they rub 
off in ſhewing, and tumbling of the Wares in the Shops upon 
Market days; or when men are buſy, they cut off the part that 
the Seal is anncxed to, and do not mind it ; and ſometimes Ser- 
vants are careleſs herein ; bur in all theſe caſes theſe Cloths, cr 
theſe remaants of. Cloth are liable to be loſt ; nay a Shop-keeper is 
hereby hindred from ſelling half a Cloth at any time to a Chap- 
min ; becauſe they cannor both have one Scal on their parts, and 
he that hath it not is-likewiſe liable to looſe his; ſo that by reaſon 
of this law, the Shopkeeper is in danger of loſing. 

By this means the duty is doubly paid, and more; for although 
there is not one Cloth or Serge that cometh into any mans Shop, 
without this duty being firſt paid, yet the Shopkeeper is forceay 
to pay what the Aulneager will have every year ; which commonly. 
is more than the whole duty would come to, if he paid for eyery 
particular piece thar he receiveth into his Shop ; and if he deſired 
more, the Shopkeeper muſt pay it ; unleſs he will always be in 4 
fear of being prejudio'd. Certainly if Markets were eſtabliſhea 
as is beforc ſuggeſted, they would remedy this, becauſe then thoſe. 
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concerned in the gathering of this Tax, may loook only after the 
Cloth and Serge in the Markets, and ſo might not be permitted 
to examine any Mans {hop , or at leaſt, if they were, only whole 
picces ſhould be liable hereunto, and not any remnants ; for no 
man for the ſaving of two pence, would cur his Cloth into rem- 
nants, and then ir would be neceſſary, that the forfeiture dorh 
not exceed fiye Shillings, which is enough for not paying of ſo 
{mall a ſum ; nay, and if the ſeal have been rubb'd off in the car- 
riage, and that the Shopkeeper can procure a Certificate under 
the hand and ſeal of a Juſtice of Peace, that the party of whom 
the Cloth was bought, hath teſtifyed upon his oath, that the ſaid 
Cloth was ſcaled, and that the duty thereof was paid ; that in this 
caſe the forfeiture ſhould be omited. 


2. The Perſon before mentioned doth ſay, that the Statute a- yy. & 


gainſt Naruralization,is prejudicial to trade,becauſe there is a great 
want of People in Z:g/2nd; there being ſo great a multitude, that 
have tranſplanted themſelves into other Countries, and many loſt 
by the late Wars, and by the great Maſſacre in [relind, and the 
ate great Plague; ail which haye very much depopulated England; 
eſpecially ail places rhat are upwards of fifty or ſixty Miles off 
London ; and then there is abundance of waſt Land in ZEzg- 
find, fuch are Commons, which would imploy multitudes of 
people more than we have, though the ſaw. forbid other Na- 
tions : other Countries have thought this to be their intereſt, in- 
omuch that they have not only invited the people of England, 
ſuch that have had skill ro work upon that Manutacture, that they 
haye had a deſign to promote; but they have alſo encouraged them 
by appointing them a convenient place to live in, ;and exempted 
hem for ſome years from paying thoſe Taxes uſually paid by 

e Natives ; and if this be for the benefit of this Nation, (as is. 
leemed; not only by the perſon before mentioned, but by many 


\Þther judicious and Wiſe men,) then never was their a better op- 
xrtunity for it than now, when ſo many parts are fo ſorely in- 


eſted with Wars, that people would -(in all likelihood) be cafily 
: in 
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i2duced hereunto :- indeed theſe Walloens that ferted in £1:gland 


m the taign of Us. F/:Sabeth, were never huritul but helpful 
tO this Natich, and the Art of makirg their ManutaCture is nog 
as beneficial to this Ningdom, as any other whatſoever ; and 
doubrieſs fo wouid it be, it a Colony of peopie that had $kill t 
make Linnen cloth, were ſerled in the Northern part oi this Nation, 

The Triſh a& chat rrohibirs rhe importation of their lean Cat: 
rc], doth greatiy hinder Trade, in that the Money that was mad: 
of them was rcturned in Commodities ; ſuch as all forts ot Silks 
both wrought and unwrought ; all ſorts of Stuffs, both Hair and 
Worſted ; Clcth Gold, and Silver, and Silx Laces, and many 
other Commodities, and then by this means there was meat 
in cur Sca-ports for the yictualling of Ships, which brought a Trade 
unto them irom other parts ; not only for Victua!ls, but for Talloy 
and Fidcs alſo; all which Trade by this Act is quite loſt and gone, 
__ 2. Ir is injarious to the Graſicrs too, in regard that theſe Cart: 
tel did ccſt leſs Money, and would far ſooner, and ſo did pay 


far better than would our 7:g/:/ breed Catrel; and by reaſon that 


ſo much meat was vendced into other Countries,from our Sea-ports, 
they always had a quick ſale for their fat Catrel, which is not fo 
NOW, 

3. All men, both Gentlemen Trades men, and Countrey men, 
are injured by it, in that they pay at leaſt a fifth penny more for 
their meat now, than they did before this At was made, which i 
it were accounted from the time that this At was made, it would 
amount to many hundred thouſands of Pounds in the whole King: 
dom : fſecing then it is ſo much againſt rhe general good, it wl 
be happy for this __ if it was repealed ; for there is but one 
little ſpor of the Land in compariſon of the whole that receivetl 
any benefit by ir, Ypich is only in the Northern parts for breeding 
of young Cartel upon their Land, which (as I have ſaid) would beas 
well improved by ſowing of Hemp and Flax if in thoſe Parts the 
making of Linnen Cloth was encouraged. 


FINTS. 
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owes A Table of the ſeveral SeQtions. 
« noy Ml 74 fnfroduttion, ſhewing the reaſon why the ancient Trades 
— of this Kingdom are impaired. 


Kill to {ee concerning the Clothing Trade. 
a. Concerning the tranſportation of Wooll. 


\ ation, "ab ; 

n Car. 4 Concerning that which hindreth the making of 'our woollen ma- 
- made 2fatFure good. 

© Silke M5: Concerning that which bindreth the making of our woollen ma- 
ir and 2#fafture cheap. 


many 6 Concerning the damage and loſs too often accrewing to the Clo- 
. maid thier in the ſelling of his Cloth. 
Trade W- Concerning the exportation of our woollen manufatfure. 
Tallow | Concerning that which bindreth the wearing of our woollew 
4 gone. manufatture at home. | 
ſc Car 9 Concerning that which hath ruined the Silk-weavers trade. 
lid payſ'® Concerning ihe manufattures retailing the Wares that they 
on tha ke. | 
+-ports, "+ Concerning Huiwkers. | | 
; not ſ0 P cg erning mens breaking, and paying little or nothing of their 

ebts. 

y men, f/3 Concerning Stage-Coaches. 
Tore forfſÞ'4- Concerniug the —_— Trade. 
which iſ 5. Concerning Taylors and others being Sales men. 
t wouldlÞ*- Concerning Pedlers and petty Chapmen. 
le Kine 7: Concerning Shypkeepers m Conntrey Villages. 
r = 8, Concerning a jarther reaſon of the decay of Trade n this" 
but oneſſ} 8/13 40m. 


eceivethſE9. Concerning Trages-men being in Companies in every City and 
vreedingfl} Market-Town in England. ZN 
11d be aofÞ2- Concerning the great uſe that Markets would be to the woollew 
arts theſl 1anufatrurer and others. | | 
1. Concerning the making of Linnen-Cloth. | 
22, Concerning ſome Statutes jn force, that are Very injurions io- 
Trade and Trades-men.. "Ip 


